
Introduction to Education in a Democratic Society 

Objectives: 
Education in a Democratic Society is one of the Transfer Assurance Guide (TAG) courses in the College and Graduate School of Education, Health, and Human Services at Kent State University.  The name of this course varies from university to university, but it is referred to by the Ohio Board of Regents as Introduction to Education.  
 

The content of Education in a Democratic Society is as follows:

 

1. Curriculum and Instruction - Exploration of a variety of theories of curriculum and instruction.

2. Democratic Issues/Social Justice - Exploration of the purposes of education historically and currently for individuals, groups and society.

3. Professionalization:  Exploration of the process by which people are socialized into and are rewarded in the field of education and the roles of institutions in determining what it means to be a professional educator, or a member of the teaching profession.

4. Legal /Organizational Issues - Exploration of the legal and organizational context within which schools and teachers operate.

5. Diversity - Exploration of the various components of diversity, including an awareness of multiple categories that teachers need to recognize and respond to in their teaching, how these influence teacher expectations and student achievement and how diversity is related to a dynamic global society.

6. Standards-based Education: Introduction to the national and state professional standards which guide the practice of educators in today’s society.

 

The content for this course, at Kent State University and other universities in Ohio, is from an academic discipline commonly referred to as educational foundations or cultural foundations of education.  The premise behind this academic discipline is that to understand education, a valuable enterprise is examining the subject from multiple perspectives – historical, sociological, philosophical, ideological, theoretical, financial, political and legal.  This semester we will be using this premise to examine public schooling in a democratic society.

Addition Course Objectives:

1. Develop analytical skills which will enable identification of bias in speech and writings

2. Develop an understanding personal cultural identity

3. Develop an understanding of the political nature and organization of schooling at the local, state, and national level, as well as globally.

4. Understands his/her culture in global and comparative context (recognizes that his/her culture is one of many diverse cultures & that alternative perceptions & behaviors may be based in cultural differences)
Course Schedule:
Week of August 27 – September 2:

Democratic Issues/Social Justice: Exploration of the purposes of education historically and currently for individuals, groups and society
1. Read chapters one and two of the course textbook (Practice active reading skills).

2. Take quiz on chapters one and two (20 points maximum)


3. Send introduction, as an attachment, to dlclark7@gmail.com (Due August 30,, 2012 at 8:00 AM)

4. Send completed profile form, as an attachment, to dlclark7@gmail.com (Due Sunday, September 2, 2012, at 8:00 AM)

Week of September 3 – September 9: 

Democratic Issues/Social Justice: Exploration of the purposes of education historically and currently for individuals, groups and society
Additional Course Objective: Develop analytical skills which will enable identification of bias in speech and writings

1. Professionalism Points Opportunity: Complete any of the activities at the end of chapter one or two and send, as an attachment, to dlclark7@gmail.com (maximum point allocation negotiated with course instructor)

2. September 5 – Bias lecture
3. September 7 – No class, use time to complete course readings
4. September 9 – Quiz for chapter one and two closes

5. Begin working on teacher professionalization module in chapter eight (Steps one – three due in October; step four optional and worth 20 professionalism points)

Week of September 10 – September 16:

Democratic Issues/Social Justice: Exploration of the purposes of education historically and currently for individuals, groups and society.
Additional Course Objectives: Develop an understanding of the political nature and organization of schooling at the local, state, and national level, as well as globally

1. September 12: First Committee Meeting:
a) The first committee meeting is important for setting the tone of the semester.  I do not want you all to become friends today.  On the first day of class, I told you my expectations; today it is your turn.  That groups that are primarily focused on "feelings" today or making sure everyone feels welcome is the group that will fail (trust me I have seen it semester, after semester).  Complete the following tasks in your committee meeting today:
b) Determine the group chair.  The group chair should not be the most verbal group member.  The chair should be someone who did well on the history quiz, listens as well as speaks, and has no issues with reporting group issues to me.  Chair must report at the end of each class on the group (i.e. attendance, preparation for class, and participation level).  Serving as group chair is worth 20 orientation professionalism points.

c) Exchange contact information.

d) Determine a time outside of class when all group members can meet.

e) Honestly, discuss your expectations of other group members. Today is not the day to make sure that everyone in the group likes you

2. September 14: Committee Meeting (step one):
a) In this class, you will begin the process of creating a web quest regarding a sub-population within public schools (i.e. students who are blind, native children, a specific ethnic group, children in prison, bullies).  Begin by selecting a population that is of interest to every member of a group.  If anyone in the groups says, "I don't care," choose a different sub-population.   You may not move your group to step two in this process until you can thoroughly explain the history of the sub-population to me..  Here are the requirements for thorough understanding of the history of your sub-population.  
· I must approve your sub-population.

· It must be a population that exists in three countries - the U.S., one country assigned by me, and one country of your choosing.  Your history begins with "pre-formal schooling." and goes to today.

· Make sure to keep a log of all sources you read, as well as the information you received from that source.  Be prepared at all times to answer the question, "How do you know that?"  If you cannot site the source, it does not count.
· For example, if you were to choose "The Education of Native Children."   You must first identity who is the native population of each nation and begin by examining the history of that culture, pre-formal school.  In the United States there was not one native population; there were multiple tribes.  You must select one tribe that continues to exist today.  What was life like for those children prior to entry into a formal schooling setting?  When and how were they first educated formally?  

3. Read chapters three and four, as well as Senate Bill 316 (available in the “Resource" folder on the course website  

4. Active reading is essential for comprehension of these chapters
5. Take quiz on chapters three and four, quiz closes at 5:00 PM on September 16 (20 points maximum)
Week of September 17 – September 23:

Legal /Organizational Issues: Exploration of the legal and organizational context within which schools and teachers operate.
Additional Course Objectives: Develop analytical skills which will enable identification of bias in speech and writings

1. Debate week: read teaching dilemmas located at the end of chapter eight and be prepared to debate issues in the stories
2. Preparation for debates requires using information from chapters 1 – 4 as evidence to support your position

Week of September 24 – September 30:

Legal /Organizational Issues: Exploration of the legal and organizational context within which schools and teachers operate.
Standards-based Education: Introduction to the national and state professional standards which guide the practice of educators in today’s society.
Additional Course Objectives: Develop an understanding of the political nature and organization of schooling at the local, state, and national level, as well as globally

1. Committee meeting week: Step two - History of the Judicial System of Three Nations and Case Laws Pertaining to Your Sub-populations

· Research the history of the judicial system in your three nations, in general.

· Research the history of the judicial system in your three nations as it was applied to children, in general

· Seek out cases involving the judicial system of each nation and how it was applied to your sub-populations.

· Great variation in definitions of the judicial system may occur at this stage.  For example, individuals who were blind were, historically, institutionalized at birth or incarcerated, depending on a family's income level and beliefs. Another form of institutionalization existed for Blacks in the United States, slavery, as did different sets of laws. At the same time, there were also free Blacks who were under other laws. 

2. I will meet with each group to review your historical research.  If your historical research is not complete, you will need to stop your judicial research, and complete the first step of this process.

3. Read chapters five and six, as well as Senate Bill 316 (available in the “Resource" folder on the course website  

4. Active reading is essential for comprehension of these chapters
5. Take quiz on chapters five and six and Senate Bill 316, closes at 5:00 PM on September 30 (20 points maximum)
Week of October 1 – October 7:
Legal /Organizational Issues: Exploration of the legal and organizational context within which schools and teachers operate.
Standards-based Education: Introduction to the national and state professional standards which guide the practice of educators in today’s society.

1. October 3: NCLB vs. IDEA
2. October 5: Analysis of Senate Bill 316

3. Quiz for chapter seven closes, October 7, at 5:00 PM
Weeks of October 8 – October 14:

Legal /Organizational Issues: Exploration of the legal and organizational context within which schools and teachers operate.
Standards-based Education: Introduction to the national and state professional standards which guide the practice of educators in today’s society.
Additional Course Objectives: Develop an understanding of the political nature and organization of schooling at the local, state, and national level, as well as globally

1. Committee Meetings: Step three: educational policies of three nations

· What national and/or state policies govern teaching and learning which apply to most or all students in the three nations being researched?

· What are the national and/or state policies which influence the education of the sub-populations you are studying, but may or may not influence other children educated in that nation/state? You must be specific. 

· How do these policies change schooling for children in your sub-population, as well as other children in that nation?  For example, IDEA impacts the learning of all children, not just children with disabilities. 

· Do not simply speculate; research and be able to back up your findings with evidence.

2. I will meet with each group to review your progress.  Successful completion of steps one and two in this process are required before embarking on step three.
Weeks of October 15 – October 21 (No Class Meeting):

Professionalization:  Exploration of the process by which people are socialized into and are rewarded in the field of education and the roles of institutions in determining what it means to be a professional educator, or a member of the teaching profession.

1. Complete steps one through three of chapter eight, the teacher professionalism module.

2. Complete step four for an addition 20 professionalism points.

3. You may complete this assignment as a group or individually.

4. If you get “stuck” on any one question call me at 330-428-3244 or send me an e-mail and I will give you a hint.


5. Send as an attachment, your completed work, to dlclark7@gmail.com; due by October 21, at 5:00 PM

Weeks of October 22 – October 28:

Professionalization:  Exploration of the process by which people are socialized into and are rewarded in the field of education and the roles of institutions in determining what it means to be a professional educator, or a member of the teaching profession.
Additional Course Objectives: Develop an understanding of the political nature and organization of schooling at the local, state, and national level, as well as globally

Step four - How are teachers trained, supervised, held accountable and/or respected in the three nations being researched?
Week of October 29 – November 4 (We will vote on October 26 regarding class attendance for this week)
Diversity - Exploration of the various components of diversity, including an awareness of multiple categories that teachers need to recognize and respond to in their teaching, how these influence teacher expectations and student achievement and how diversity is related to a dynamic global society 
Additional Objective: Develop an understanding personal cultural identity; Understands his/her culture in global and comparative context (recognizes that his/her culture is one of many diverse cultures & that alternative perceptions & behaviors may be based in cultural differences)
1. Complete steps one through eight of chapter nine and take notes throughout the process.
2. Website for step 3 is https://sites.google.com/site/findingyourculturalidentity/home.  You must answer 12 questions for at least five sources of cultural knowledge to access results (60 statements).  My recommendation is that you not try to answer all 144 statements in one setting. 
3. This is a group assignment.  Chairs, if we do not have class meetings this week send notes regarding your meetings to dlclark7@gmail.com, by November 4, at 5:00 PM.  

Weeks of November 5 – November 25 

Create a Webquest: Synthesize course content into a product which can be shared with other pre-service teachers
1. For instructions regarding this assignment, see chapter ten of the course textbook “Create a Webquest.”

2. Each group will decide to meet in class or outside of class and the chair will notify me regarding whether or not you will be in class.

3. Webquests due by 5:00 PM November 25.

Week of November 26 – December 2 No Class

Thanksgiving Break

Week of December 3 – December 8

Webquest Peer Reviews

Week of December 9 – 15


Finals Week

� Items in italics has a specific due time and date






