Module: Internationalizing the Curriculum through Multicultural Literature
PART 1
	 
	Assignments
	
	+

	Step 1
	Download from Springboard, under “Content” Chapters 1 and 2 of Multicultural Literature and Response: Affirming Diverse Voices.  
	
	 

	Step 2
	Read and take notes.
	 
	 

	Step 3
	Respond to prompt in Discussion Board Forum #1 – Integrating Multicultural Literature into the Curriculum
	
	 

	Step 4
	Return to Discussion Board and respond to the posts of at least two of your colleagues and answer questions or address comments in relation to your initial post.
	
	 


 

Part One Objectives

· Define multicultural literature
· Explain the important role of multicultural literature in the multicultural education movement in our country
· Explain culturally responsive instruction

· Discuss the rationale for the inclusion of multicultural literature into the curriculum
· Discuss activities to use in the classroom in response to multicultural literature that will support students’ in-depth understanding of global cultures
Part One Global Learning Outcomes

Knowledge:

· Understand his/her culture in global and comparative context – that is, recognizes that his/her culture is one of many diverse cultures and that alternate perceptions and behaviors may be based on cultural differences.

Skills:

· Uses knowledge, diverse cultural frames of reference, and alternate perspectives to think critically and solve problems.

· Interprets issues and situations from more than one cultural perspective.

Attitudes:

· Is flexible, open to change, and seeks personal growth.
Introduction   
Increasing numbers of students from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds are enrolling
in U.S. public schools. According to the National Center for Education Statistics (2008), minority students make up 43% of the public school enrollment, 20% of school-age children speak a language other than English at home, and about 5% speak English with difficulty.  Currently, Hispanic students comprise 20% of public school students, but these students as well as other minority students are disproportionately enrolled in high-poverty schools. According to Futrell, Gomez and Bedden’s (2003) discussion of teaching in the “new America,” statistical projections have indicated that the percentage of students of color will increase, reaching 50% by 2050.  One in five children in K-12 schools has at least one parent who was born in a country other than the United States, and it is expected that number will soon rise to one in four.  Furthermore, the ELL population is spreading from highly populated states to less populated states, such as Nevada, Nebraska, and North Carolina (Freeman & Freeman, 2009).  While these ELL students offer a rich resource of diversity that can enhance all students’ knowledge of the world outside of themselves, they also present special challenges to classroom teachers and reading specialists.

Integrating multicultural literature into the curriculum is an important way to support multicultural education and make students aware of the need for social justice in our society and throughout the world.
Step 1: Read
You will read on your own and engage in collaborative inquiry with your colleagues. You will read two chapters from a given text. This material will introduce you to a variety of concepts associated with multicultural literature, diverse learners and literacy teaching in the 21st century, as well as build on your knowledge of research about teaching students with diverse learning needs. 
Step 2: Take Notes

Hint: Keep notes from your readings electronically. Use a method that works well for you, i.e., helps you learn more, question, reflect, critique as you read as you will draw on ideas from the readings when you respond to the prompt on the Discussion Board in Springboard. Focus on key concepts in the reading such as multicultural literature, multicultural education, diversity, social justice, culturally responsive teaching, and models for integrating multicultural literature into the curriculum. Generate the ideas you consider central to each concept and look for connections between the ideas.
Readings from:

Multicultural Literature and Response: Affirming Diverse Voices, Smolen, L. A. & Oswald, R. A. (Eds.)

Chapter One: Introduction to Multicultural Literature by Ruth A. Oswald and Lynn Atkinson Smolen
Chapter Two: Integrating Multicultural Literature Into the Curriculum by Lynn Atkinson Smolen, Ruth A. Oswald and Sandra Jenkins
Steps 3 and 4: Reflect and Discuss
Review your notes from the readings. Participate in Forum #1 on the Discussion Board within Springboard between January 17- 24th. First you will post your response to the prompt, then you will continue to read your colleagues’ work, and finally respond to two colleagues by asking questions or suggestions that require them to think in a different way or deeper about the connections they made among the concepts. Respond to your colleagues’ questions or suggestions in relation to your initial posting.
Prompt in Discussion Board Forum #1 – Integrating Multicultural Literature into the Curriculum: Between January 17 - 24th, choose a key concept from each chapter of your readings. Discuss the ideas that you consider central to each concept and make connections between the two. Also discuss implications of these concepts for your teaching practice by sharing two specific examples of what you could include in your curriculum in connection to these concepts. Continue to read your colleagues’ posts and respond to two of their posts by asking questions or providing suggestions that require them to think in a different way or deeper about the connections they made among the concepts. Choose posts lacking responses to insure that everyone receives a least one response. Finally, respond to your colleagues’ questions or suggestions in relation to your initial posting. 
PART 2

	 
	Assignments
	
	+

	Step 1
	Review provided list of books to support internationalizing the curriculum and determine theme/issue for multi-genre project  
	
	 

	Step 2
	Design an instructional study of theme or issue by developing a multi-genre text set to provide insight and understanding of the theme or issue.  
	 
	 

	Step 3
	S  Suggest a variety of reader response activities to support a global perspective in the effective use of selected texts.  
	
	 


 

Part Two Objectives

· Determine theme/issue for focus of multi-genre project
· Construct rationale for choice of theme/issue

· Develop a multi-genre text set to support theme/issue
· Develop response activities to support understanding of theme/issue
Part Two Global Learning Outcomes:

Knowledge:
· Demonstrates knowledge of global issues, processes, trends and systems (i.e. economic and political interdependency among nations; environmental-cultural interaction; global governance bodies)

· Demonstrates knowledge of other cultures (beliefs, values, perspectives, practices, and products)

Skills:

· Interprets issues and situations from more than one cultural perspective

Attitudes:

· Appreciates the language, art, religion, philosophy, and material culture of different cultures
Themed Multi-Genre Project: Part 2

This project emphasizes a multi-genre approach to the use of children’s literature to internationalize the curriculum and will focus on the study of an issue or theme. To begin, review the list of books provided and choose an issue or theme of interest and relevance to you and/or your students that will promote a global perspective.  Next, you will design an instructional study of this theme or issue by selecting texts of varying genres of children’s literature that provide insight and understanding of the theme or issue.  You will then suggest a variety of reader response activities to support cultural relevance and/or a global perspective in the effective use of selected texts. Refer back to Banks’ (2004) levels of multicultural education in Chapter 2 and attempt to use the reader response activities to build toward higher levels and support global citizenship and social justice (as cited in Smolen & Oswald, 2011).
STEP-BY-STEP: (What you will do, write and submit)

1) Choose an issue or theme of interest or relevance to you and/or your students.

2) Write a brief, well-reasoned rationale for your choice of issue or theme; include the suggested grade level for the study.

3) Create a text set of 4-6 books related to the theme/issue that would promote insight and understanding. The text set must include choices from each of the following genres:

· NONFICTION: informational text, biography, autobiography

· FICTION: realistic fiction, historical fiction, modern fantasy

· POETRY: individual poem, selections from an anthology, entire themed collection

· PICTURE BOOK: quality artwork, explicit or implicit connection to issue/theme
(NOTE: Films, audiotapes, magazines, professional journals, newspaper articles or other forms of print may be included as additional resources on the issue/theme.)

4) Provide an APA reference and brief annotation (concise description & summary) for each book. Clearly identify the genre with an underlined and CAPITALIZED genre title (i.e. POETRY) at the end of the annotated paragraph. 

5) Suggest 5 reader response activities involving the books in your text set. Choices should be varied: written, artistic, dramatic (i.e., Reader’s Theatre), etc. Identify the activity (i.e. Double entry journal, Story Map) and the book(s) it involves, then fully describe what students would do. Be explicit. 

Books to Support Internationalizing the Curriculum 

(These are just a few examples to get you started)
Perkins, M. (2007). Rickshaw girl. Illustrated by Jamie Hogan. Watertown, MA: 


Charlesbridge.
Smith, D. J. (2011). If the world were a village (2nd ed.). Illustrated by Shelagh 


Armstrong. Tonawanda, NY: Kids Can Press Ltd.

The 2nd Edition of the best-selling book which has sold over 400 000 copies in 17 languages is updated with new content and insights about the world's people. First published to wide acclaim in 2002, this eye-opening book has since become a classic, promoting "world-mindedness" by imagining the world's population, all 6.8 billion of us as a village of just 100 people. This text contains activities and material on food security, energy and health. By exploring the lives of the 100 villagers, children will discover that life in other nations is often very different from their own. If the World Were a Village is part of CitizenKid, a collection of books that inform children about the world and inspire them to be better global citizens.
Tavangar, H. S. (2009). Growing up global: Raising children to be at home in the 


world. Ballantine Books.

Review: “Growing up Global is a gem for parents of children ages 0-18. It offers a wealth of resources and ideas of how we can help our children build a web of connections with other cultures and religions. Some suggestions are quick and easy (keep National Geographic around the house) while others are more extensive (learn a new language). What I love most about this book is that it offers simple ways to start small. Often as a mother of teenage girls, I feel overwhelmed and underproductive. There is so much advice out there about what I should be doing and I want to do it all! I found Ms. Tavangar's approach unintimidating and realistic. One suggestion that I found very helpful is to use our children's passions as vehicles to connect with the world. Recently my daughters, both soccer players, became Pass Back Ambassadors. As representatives for this national organization, they collect new and used soccer equipment and ship boxes of cleats and clothing abroad to countries of their choosing. This has fostered a whole new appreciation for and connection with children around the globe who share their love for the sport. Growing up Global offers us many ways that help us link our seemingly small lives with the world. The theme that Ms. Tavangar threads throughout her book is that when we connect with others, we integrate the universal truth that we are all very much the same. As parents, if we can help younger generations develop deep, heartfelt bonds with cultures around the world, the pathway to achieving global peace will expand exponentially. Growing up Global is your encyclopedia for connecting. It is the perfect place to start!”  (Amazon.com)

Milway, K. S. (2010). The good garden. Illustrated by Sylvie Daigneault. 


Tonawanda, NY: Kids Can Press Ltd.

Strauss, R. (2004). Tree of life: The incredible biodiversity of life on earth. Illustrated 

by Margo Thompson. Tonawanda, NY: Kids Can Press Ltd.

Strauss, R. (2007). One well: The story of water on earth. Illustrated by Rosemary 


Woods. Tonawanda, NY: Kids Can Press Ltd.

Milway, K. S. (2008). One hen: How one small loan made a big difference. Illustrated 


by Eugenie Fernandes. Tonawanda, NY: Kids Can Press Ltd.

Smith. D. J. (2009). If America were a village: A book about the people of the United 


States. Illustrated by Shelagh Armstrong. Tonawanda, NY: Kids Can Press 


Ltd.

Wyatt, V. (2009). How to build your own country. Illustrated by Fred Rix. 


Tonawanda, NY: Kids Can Press Ltd.

Shoveller, H. (2008). Ryan and Jimmy: And the well in Africa that brought them together. Tonawanda, NY: Kids Can Press Ltd.

McBrier, P. (2011). Beatrice’s goat. Illustrated by Lori Lohstoeter. New York: 


Atheneum Books for Young Readers.
Mortenson, G. & Roth, S. L. (2009). Listen to the wind: The story of Dr. Greg & three 


cups of tea. Illustrated by Susan L. Roth. New York: Dial Books for Young 


Readers.
PART 3

	 
	Assignments

	Step 1
	Create a webquest to support your theme/issue  

	Step 2
	Create a display board or collection of jackdaws to support your theme/issue

	Step 3
	Prepare a handout for your colleagues

	Step 4
	Present your project to your colleagues and celebrate


 

Part Three Objectives

· Create a webquest on specific theme/issue
· Present final multi-genre project to colleagues
Part Three Global Learning Outcomes:

Knowledge:

· Demonstrates knowledge of global issues, processes, trends and systems

· Demonstrates knowledge of other cultures

· Understands own culture in global and comparative context

Skills:

· Uses knowledge, diverse cultural frames of reference, and alternate perspectives to think critically and solve problems

· Interprets issues and situations from more than one cultural perspective

Attitudes:

· Is willing to learn from others who are culturally different from self
· Appreciates the language, art, religion, philosophy, and material culture of different cultures

· Is flexible, open to change, and seeks personal growth
Themed Multi-Genre Project: Part 3

Plan and develop a WebQuest for students to learn online about your chosen theme/issue.  Create an interactive display board or jackdaw (artifact box) to help the theme/issue come alive and present your project to your colleagues.

1. Create a WebQuest for your students to facilitate their online learning about the issue/theme.  Include the essential elements of a WebQuest as defined by Bernie Dodge. Revisit the WebQuest activity for traditional literature for ideas. You can develop this as a Word document that includes links to websites. The following resources will be helpful:

· Constructing your own WebQuest – Building Blocks http://projects.edtech.sandi.net/staffdev/buildingblocks/p-index.htm
· Creating a WebQuest: It's Easier than You Think! http://www.educationworld.com/a_tech/tech/tech011.shtml
2. Create a display board OR collection of jackdaws to enhance learning about the issue/theme. The display board should be interactive and inviting, engaging the learner with the content and the jackdaws should be in an attractive artifact box that includes at least 5 items.

3. Prepare a handout (flyer or brochure) to accompany your in-class presentation (a copy for each of your colleagues ) that includes ALL of the following information:

· Issue / Theme

· Grade level (or age range)

· Rationale for topic choice (short paragraph)

· Reference list of books in text set (APA) – identify genre

· List of 5 reader response activities and books identified for each

· Title of your WebQuest (posted in discussion area of Springboard)

· Jackdaws: list items included OR Interactive Display Board: describe what it includes

4. Present your project to the class using the handout to guide you (10-15 minutes). Your presentation should include:

· Summary of the basic issues, concepts or knowledge you expect students to understand and appreciate about the theme/issue
· Refer back to Banks’ (2004) levels of multicultural education in Chapter 2 of your readings for Part 1 of this module and explain which level(s) you hope to attain and how with the text set, response activities, and the webquest to build toward higher levels and support global citizenship and social justice (as cited in Smolen & Oswald, 2011).

· Tell grade level (or age range)

· Display at least 5 of the books in your text set

· Read-aloud (one short excerpt) from a book in your text set

· Completed interactive display board or jackdaws (and explanation of)

· Handout for everyone highlighting components of the project
Developed by Ruth Oswald – January, 2012
