1. GERMANY

Background:

As Europe's largest economy and second most populous
nation (after Russia), Germany is a key member of the
continent's economic, political, and defense organizations.
European power struggles immersed Germany in two
devastating World Wars in the first half of the 20th century
and left the country occupied by the victorious Allied
powers of the US, UK, France, and the Soviet Union in
1945. With the advent of the Cold War, two German states
were formed in 1949: the western Federal Republic of
Germany (FRG) and the eastern German Democratic
Republic (GDR). The democratic FRG embedded itself in
key Western economic and security organizations, the EC,
which became the EU, and NATO, while the Communist
GDR was on the front line of the Soviet-led Warsaw Pact.
The decline of the USSR and the end of the Cold War
allowed for German unification in 1990. Since then,
Germany has expended considerable funds to bring
Eastern productivity and wages up to Western standards.
In January 1999, Germany and 10 other EU countries
introduced a common European exchange currency, the
euro. In January 2011, Germany assumed a nonpermanent
seat on the UN SecurityCouncil for the 2011-12 term.

People and Society:

Nationality:

noun: German(s)
adjective: German

Ethnic groups:

German 91.5%, Turkish 2.4%, other 6.1%
(made up largely of Greek, ltalian, Polish,
Russian, Serbo-Croatian, Spanish)

Languages:

German

Religions:

Protestant 34%, Roman Catholic 34%,
Muslim 3.7%, unaffiliated or other 28.3%

Population:

81,305,856 (July 2012 est.)
country comparison to the world: 16

Age structure:

0-14 years: 13.3%

(male 5,569,390/female 5,282,245)

15-64 years: 66.1%

(male 27,227,487/female 26,617,915)

65 years and over: 20.6%

(male 7,217,163/female 9,557,634) (2011 est.)

Median age:

total: 45.3 years
male: 44.2 years
female: 46.3 years (2012 est.)

Population growth rate:

-0.2% (2012 est.)
country comparison to the world: 208

Birth rate:

8.33 births/1,000 population (2012 est.)
country comparison to the world: 217

Death rate:

11.04 deaths/1,000 population (July 2012 est.)
country comparison to the world: 38

Net migration rate:

0.71 migrant(s)/1,000 population (2012 est.)
country comparison to the world: 58

Urbanization:

urban population:

74% of total population (2010)

rate of urbanization:

0% annual rate of change (2010-15 est.)

Major cities - population:

BERLIN (capital) 3.438 million;
Hamburg 1.786 million; Munich 1.349 million;
Cologne 1.001 million (2009)

Sex ratio:

at birth: 1.06 male(s)/female

under 15 years: 1.05 male(s)/female

15-64 years: 1.02 male(s)/female

65 years and over: 0.76 male(s)/female

total population: 0.97 male(s)/female (2011 est.)

Maternal mortality rate:

7 deaths/100,000 live births (2010)
country comparison to the world: 165

Infant mortality rate:

total: 3.51 deaths/1,000 live births

country comparison to the world: 208
male: 3.81 deaths/1,000 live births
female: 3.19 deaths/1,000 live births (2012 est.)

Life expectancy at birth:

total population: 80.19 years

country comparison to the world: 28
male: 77.93 years
female: 82.58 years (2012 est.)

Total fertility rate:

1.41 children born/woman (2012 est.)
country comparison to the world: 200
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Health expenditures:

8.1% of GDP (2009)
country comparison to the world: 56

Physicians density:

3.531 physicians/1,000 population (2008)

Hospital bed density:

8.17 beds/1,000 population (2008)

HIV/AIDS - adult prevalence rate:

0.1% (2009 est.)
country comparison to the world: 126

HIV/AIDS - people living with HIV/AIDS:

67,000 (2009 est.)
country comparison to the world: 50

HIV/AIDS - deaths:

fewer than 1,000 (2009 est.)
country comparison to the world: 79

Obesity - adult prevalence rate:

12.9% (2003)
country comparison to the world: 45

Children under the age of 5 years underweight:

1.1% (2005)
country comparison to the world: 119

Education expenditures:

4.5% of GDP (2007)
country comparison to the world: 85

Literacy:
definition: age 15 and over can read and write
total population: 99%
male: 99%
female: 99% (2003 est.)

School life expectancy (primary to tertiary education):

total: 16 years
male: 16 years
female: 16 years (2006)

Unemployment, youth ages 15-24:
total: 11%
country comparison to the world: 97
male: 12%
female: 9.8% (2009)

Government:

Country name:

conventional long form: Federal Republic of Germany
conventional short form: Germany

local long form: Bundesrepublik Deutschland

local short form: Deutschland

former: German Empire, German Republic, German Reich

Government type:

federal republic

Capital:

name: Berlin

geographic coordinates: 52 31 N, 13 24 E

time difference: UTC+1 (6 hours ahead of

Washington, DC during Standard Time)

daylight saving time: +1hr, begins last Sunday in March;
ends last Sunday in October

Administrative divisions:

16 states (Laender, singular - Land); Baden-Wurttemberg,
Bayern (Bavaria), Berlin, Brandenburg, Bremen, Hamburg,
Hessen (Hesse), Mecklenburg-Vorpommern
(Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania), Niedersachsen (Lower
Saxony), Nordrhein-Westfalen (North Rhine-Westphalia),
Rheinland-Pfalz (Rhineland-Palatinate), Saarland,
Sachsen (Saxony), Sachsen-Anhalt (Saxony-Anhalt),
Schleswig-Holstein, Thuringen (Thuringia); note - Bayern,
Sachsen, and Thuringen refer to themselves as free states
(Freistaaten, singular - Freistaat)

Independence:

18 January 1871 (German Empire unification); divided

into four zones of occupation (UK, US, USSR, and France)
in

1945 following World War Il; Federal Republic of Germany
(FRG or West Germany) proclaimed on 23 May 1949 and
included the former UK, US, and French zones; German
Democratic Republic (GDR or East Germany) proclaimed
on 7 October 1949 and included the former USSR zone;
West Germany and East Germany unified on 3 October
1990; all four powers formally relinquished rights on 15
March 1991; notable earlier dates: 10 August 843 (Eastern
Francia established from the division of the Carolingian
Empire); 2 February 962 (crowning of OTTO I, recognized
as the first Holy Roman Emperor)

Constitution:

23 May 1949, known as Basic Law; became constitution
of the united Germany 3 October 1990

Legal system:

civil law system

International law organization participation:

accepts compulsory ICJ jurisdiction with reservations;
accepts ICCt jurisdiction
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Suffrage:

18 years of age; universal

Executive branch:

chief of state: President Joachim GAUCK (since 23
March 2012)head of government: Chancellor Angela
MERKEL (since 22 November 2005)

cabinet: Cabinet or Bundesminister (Federal Ministers)
appointed by the president on the recommendation of
the chancellor (For more information visit the

World Leaders website )

elections: president elected for a five-year term
(eligible for a second term) by a Federal Convention,
including all members of the Federal Diet (Bundestag)
and an equal number of delegates elected by the state
parliaments; election last held on 19 February 2012
(next to be held by June 2017); chancellor elected by an
absolute majority of the Federal Diet for a four-year
term;Federal Diet vote for Chancellor last held after 27
September 2009 (next to be held 18 March 2012)
election results: Joachim GAUCK elected president;
received 991 votes of the Federal Convention against
126 for Beate KLARSFELD and 3 for Olaf ROSE;
Angela MERKEL reelected chancellor; vote by Federal
Diet 323 to 285 with four abstentions

Legislative branch:

bicameral legislature consists of the Federal Council or
Bundesrat (69 votes; state governments sit in the
Council; each has three to six votes in proportion to
population and is required to vote as a block) and the
Federal Diet or Bundestag (622 seats; members elected
by popular vote for a four-year term under a system of
personalized proportional representation; a party must
win 5% of the national vote or three direct mandates to
gain proportional representation and caucus recognition)
elections: Bundestag - last held on 27 September 2009
(next to be held no later than autumn 2013); note — there
are no elections for the Bundesrat; composition is
determined by the composition of the state-level
governments; the composition of the Bundesrat has the
potential to change any time one of the 16 states holds
an election.

election results: Bundestag - percent of vote by party —
CDU/CSU 33.8%, SPD 23%, FDP 14.6%, Left 11.9%,
Greens 10.7%, other 6%; seats by party - CDU/CSU 239,
SPD 146, FDP 93, Left 76, Greens 68

Political pressure groups and leaders:

business associations and employers' organizations;
trade unions; religious, immigrant, expellee, and
veterans groups

International organization participation:

ADB (nonregional member), AfDB (nonregional member),
Arctic Council (observer), Australia Group, BIS, BSEC
(observer), CBSS, CDB, CE, CERN, EAPC, EBRD, ECB,
EIB, EMU, ESA, EU, FAO, FATF, G-20, G-5, G-7, G-8,
G-10,IADB, IAEA, IBRD, ICAO, ICC, ICRM, IDA, IEA,
IFAD, IFC, IFRCS, IGAD (partners), IHO, ILO, IMF, IMO,
IMSO, Interpol, IOC, IOM, IPU, ISO, ITSO, ITU, ITUC,
MIGA, NATO, NEA, NSG, OAS (observer), OECD, OPCW,
OSCE, Paris Club, PCA, Schengen Convention, SELEC
(observer), SICA (observer), UN, UNAMID, UNCTAD,
UNESCO, UNHCR, UNIDO, UNIFIL, UNMIL, UNMISS,
UNRWA, UNSC (temporary), UNWTO, UPU, WCO, WHO,
WIPO, WMO, WTO, ZC

Diplomatic representation in the US:

chief of mission: Ambassador Niels Peter Georg AMMON
chancery: 4645 Reservoir Road NW, Washington,

DC 20007

telephone: [1] (202) 298-4000

FAX: [1] (202) 298-4249

consulate(s) general: Atlanta, Boston, Chicago, Houston,
Los Angeles, Miami, New York, San Francisco

Diplomatic representation from the US:

chief of mission: Ambassador Philip D. MURPHY
embassy: Pariser Platz 2, 14191 Berlin

mailing address: PSC 120, Box 1000, APO AE 09265,
Clayallee 170, 14195 Berlin

telephone: [49] (030) 2385174

FAX: [49] (030) 8305-1215

consulate(s) general: Duesseldorf, Frankfurt am Main,
Hamburg, Leipzig, Munich

Flag description:

three equal horizontal bands of black (top), red, and gold;
these colors have played an important role in German
history and can be traced back to the medieval banner of
the Holy Roman Emperor - a black eagle with red claws
and beak on a gold field

Judicial branch: National symbol(s):

Federal Constitutional Court or Bundesverfassungsgericht black eagle

(half the judges are elected by the Bundestag and half by
the Bundesrat); Federal Court of Justice;

Federal Administrative Court National anthem:

name: "Lied der Deutschen" (Song of the Germans)
lyrics/music: August Heinrich HOFFMANN VON FALLERS
LEBEN/Franz Joseph HAYDN

note: adopted 1922, restord 1990;

the anthem, also known as "Deutschlandlied"

(Song of Germany), was abolished in 1945 because of the
Nazi's use of the first verse, specifically the phrase,
"Deutschland, Deutschland ueber alles" (Germany,
Germany above all) to promote nationalism; since
restoration in 1990, only the third verse is sung

Political parties and leaders:

Alliance '90/Greens [Claudia ROTH and Cem OZDEMIRY];
Christian Democratic Union or CDU [Angela MERKEL];
Christian Social Union or CSU [Horst SEEHOFER]; Free
Democratic Party or FDP [Philipp ROESLER]; Left Party
or Die Linke [Klaus ERNST and Gesine LOETZSCH]J;
Social Democratic Party or SPD [Sigmar GABRIEL]
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2. UNITED STATES

Background: 104,808,064)

65 years and over: 13.1% (male 17,745,363/female

Britain's American colonies broke with the mother country in
1776 and were recognized as the new nation of the United
States of America following the Treaty of Paris in 1783.
During the 19th and 20th centuries, 37 new states were
added to the original 13 as the nation expanded across the
North Americancontinent and acquired a number of
overseas possessions. The two most traumatic experiences
in the nation's history were the Civil War (1861-65), in which
a northern Union of states defeated a secessionist
Confederacy of 11 southern slave states, and the Great
Depression of the 1930s, an economic downturn during
which about a quarter of the labor force lost its jobs.
Buoyed by victories in World Wars | and Il and the end of
the Cold War in 1991, the US remains the world's most
powerful nation state. Since the end of World War Il, the
economy has achieved relatively steady growth, low
unemployment and inflation, and rapid advances in
technology.

People and Society

Nationality:

noun: American(s)
adjective: American

Ethnic groups:

white 79.96%, black 12.85%, Asian 4.43%,
Amerindian and Alaska native 0.97%, native Hawaii
an and other Pacific islander 0.18%, two or more
races 1.61% (July 2007 estimate)

note: a separate listing for Hispanic is not included
because the US Census Bureau considers Hispanic
to mean persons of Spanish/Hispanic/Latino origin
including those of Mexican, Cuban, Puerto Rican,
Dominican Republic, Spanish, and Central or South
American origin living in the US who may be of any
race or ethnic group (white, black, Asian, etc.);
about 15.1% of the total US population is Hispanic

Languages:

English 82.1%, Spanish 10.7%, other Indo-
European 3.8%, Asian and Pacific island 2.7%,
other 0.7% (2000 census)

note: Hawaiian is an official language in the state
of Hawaii

Religions:

Protestant 51.3%, Roman Catholic 23.9%, Mormon
1.7%, other Christian 1.6%, Jewish 1.7%, Buddhist
0.7%, Muslim 0.6%, other or unspecified 2.5%,
unaffiliated 12.1%, none 4% (2007 est.)

Population:

313,847,465 (July 2012 est.)
country comparison to the world: 3

Age structure:

0-14 years: 20.1% (male 32,107,900/female

30,781,823)
1R.RA vaare: AR R0A Mala 1N4A 411 AR 2/famale

23,377,542) (2011 est.)

Median age:

total: 37.1 years
male: 35.8 years
female: 38.5 years (2012 est.)

Population growth rate:

0.899% (2012 est.)
country comparison to the world: 125

Birth rate:

13.68 births/1,000 population (2012 est.)
country comparison to the world: 146

Death rate:

8.39 deaths/1,000 population (July 2012 est.)
country comparison to the world: 87

Net migration rate:

3.62 migrant(s)/1,000 population (2012 est.)
country comparison to the world: 26

Urbanization:

urban population: 82% of total population (2010)
rate of urbanization: 1.2% annual rate of change
(2010-15 est.)

Major cities - population:

New York-Newark 19.3 million; Los Angeles-Long
Beach-Santa Ana 12.675 million; Chicago 9.134
million; Miami 5.699 million; WASHINGTON, D.C.
(capital) 4.421 million (2009)

Sex ratio:

at birth: 1.05 male(s)/female

under 15 years: 1.04 male(s)/female

15-64 years: 1 male(s)/female

65 years and over: 0.77 male(s)/female

total population: 0.97 male(s)/female (2011 est.)

Maternal mortality rate:

21 deaths/100,000 live births (2010)
country comparison to the world: 136

Infant mortality rate:

total: 5.98 deaths/1,000 live births

country comparison to the world: 174

male: 6.64 deaths/1,000 live births

female: 5.3 deaths/1,000 live births (2012 est.)
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Life expectancy at birth:

total population: 78.49 years

country comparison to the world: 50

male: 76.05 years

female: 81.05 years (2012 est.)
Total fertility rate:

2.06 children born/woman (2012 est.)

country comparison to the world: 122
Health expenditures:

16.2% of GDP (2009)

country comparison to the world: 2

Physicians density:

2.672 physicians/1,000 population (2004)

Hospital bed density:

3.1 beds/1,000 population (2008)

HIV/AIDS - adult prevalence rate:

0.6% (2009 est.)
country comparison to the world: 64

HIV/AIDS - people living with HIV/AIDS:
1.2 million (2009 est.)
country comparison to the world: 9
HIV/AIDS - deaths:
17,000 (2009 est.)

country comparison to the world: 18

Obesity - adult prevalence rate:
33.9% (2006)
country comparison to the world: 6

Children under the age of 5 years underweight:

1.3% (2002)
country comparison to the world: 118

Education expenditures:

5.5% of GDP (2007)
country comparison to the world: 44

Literacy:

definition: age 15 and over can read and write
total population: 99%

male: 99%

female: 99% (2003 est.)

School life expectancy (primary to tertiary education):

total: 16 years
male: 15 years
female: 17 years (2008)

Unemployment, youth ages 15-24:

total: 17.6%

country comparison to the world: 66
male: 20.1%

female: 14.9% (2009)

Government
Country name:

conventional long form: United States of America
conventional short form: United States
abbreviation: US or USA

Government type:

Constitution-based federal republic; strong democratic
tradition

Capital:

name: Washington, DC

geographic coordinates: 38 53 N, 77 02 W

time difference: UTC-5 (during Standard Time)
daylight saving time: +1hr, begins second Sunday in
March; ends first Sunday in November

note: the 50 United States cover six time zones

Administrative divisions:

50 states and 1 district*; Alabama, Alaska, Arizona,
Arkansas, California, Colorado, Connecticut, Delaware,
District of Columbia*,

Florida, Georgia, Hawaii, ldaho, lllinois, Indiana, lowa,
Kansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maine, Maryland,
Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, Mississippi, Missouri,
Montana, Nebraska, Nevada, New Hampshire, New Jersey,
New Mexico, New York, North Carolina, North Dakota,
Ohio,Oklahoma, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island,
South Carolina, South Dakota, Tennessee, Texas, Utah,
Vermont, Virginia, Washington, West Virginia, Wisconsin,
Wyoming.

Department areas:

American Samoa, Baker Island, Guam, Howland Island,
Jarvis Island, Johnston Atoll, Kingman Reef, Midway
Islands, Navassa Island, Northern Mariana Islands,
Palmyra Atoll, Puerto Rico, Virgin Islands, Wake Island
note: from 18 July 1947 until 1 October 1994, the US a
dministered the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands; it
entered into a political relationship with all four political
entities: the Northern Mariana Islands is a commonwealth
in political union with the US (effective 3 November 1986);
the Republic of the Marshall Islands signed a Compact of
Free Association with the US (effective 21 October 1986);
the Federated States of Micronesia signed a Compact of
Free Association with the US (effective 3 November 1986);
Palau concluded a Compact of Free Association with the
US (effective 1 October 1994)

Independence:

4 July 1776 (declared); 3 September 1783 (recognized by
Great Britain)
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Constitution:

17 September 1787, effective 4 March 1789

Legal system:

common law system based on English common law at the
federal level; state legal systems based on common law
except Louisiana, which is based on Napoleonic civil
code; judicial review of legislative acts

International law organization participation:

withdrew acceptance of compulsory ICJ jurisdiction in
2005; withdrew acceptance of ICCt jurisdiction in 2002

Suffrage:

18 years of age; universal

Executive branch:

chief of state: President Barack H. OBAMA (since 20
January 2009); Vice President Joseph R. BIDEN (since 20
January 2009); note - the president is both the chief of
state and head of government head of government:
President Barack H. OBAMA (since 20 January 2009);
Vice President Joseph R. BIDEN (since 20 January 2009)
cabinet: Cabinet appointed by the president with Senate
approval

(For more information visit the World Leaders website )
elections: president and vice president elected on the
same ticket by a college of representatives who are
elected directly from each state; president and vice
president serve four-year terms (eligible for a second
term); election last held 4 November 2008 (next to be
held on 6 (November 2012)

election results: Barack H. OBAMA elected president;
percent of popular vote - Barack H. OBAMA 52.4%, John
MCCAIN 46.3%, other 1.3%;

Legislative branch:

bicameral Congress consists of the Senate (100 seats, 2
members elected from each state by popular vote to serve
six-year terms; one-third elected every two years) and the
House of Representatives (435 seats; members directly
elected by popular vote to serve two-year terms)
elections: Senate - last held on 2 November 2010 (next

to be held in November 2012); House of Representatives —

last held on 2 November 2010 (next to be held in
November 2012)election results: Senate - percent of vote
by party — NA; seats by party - Democratic Party 51,
Republican Party 47, independent 2; House of
Representatives - percent of vote by party - NA; seats by
party - Democratic Party 192,Republican Party 243

Judicial branch:

Supreme Court (nine justices; nominated by the president
and confirmed with the advice and consent of the Senate;
appointed to serve for life); United States Courts of
Appeal; United States District Courts; State and County
Courts

Political parties and leaders:

Democratic Party [Debbie Wasserman SCHULTZ]; Green
Party; Libertarian Party [Mark HINKLE]; Republican Party
[Reince PRIEBUS]

Political pressure groups and leaders:

environmentalists; business groups; labor unions;
churches;ethnic groups; political action committees or
PAC; health groups; education groups; civic groups;
youth groups; transportation groups; agricultural groups;
veterans groups; women's groups; reform lobbies

International organization participation:

ADB (nonregional member), AfDB (nonregional member),
ANZUS, APEC, Arctic Council, ARF, ASEAN (dialogue
partner), Australia Group, BIS, BSEC (observer), CBSS
(observer), CD, CE (observer), CERN (observer), CICA
(observer), CP, EAPC, EAS, EBRD, FAO, FATF, G-20,
G-5, G-7, G-8, G-10, IADB, IAEA, IBRD, ICAOQO, ICC,
ICRM, IDA, IEA, IFAD, IFC, IFRCS, IGAD (partners), IHO,
ILO, IMF, IMO, IMSO, Interpol, IOC, IOM, ISO, ITSO, ITU,
ITUC, MIGA, MINUSTAH, MONUSCO, NAFTA, NATO,
NEA, NSG, OAS, OECD, OPCW, OSCE, Paris Club, PCA,
PIF (partner),SAARC (observer), SELEC (observer), SPC,
UN, UNCTAD,UNESCO, UNHCR, UNITAR, UNMIL,
UNRWA, UNSC (permanent), UNTSO, UPU, WCO, WHO,
WIPO,WMO, WTO, zZC

Flag description:

13 equal horizontal stripes of red (top and bottom)
alternating with white; there is a blue rectangle in the
upper hoist-side corner bearing 50 small, white,
five-pointed stars arranged in nine offset horizontal rows
of six stars (top and bottom) alternating with rows of five
stars; the 50 stars represent the 50 states, the 13 stripes
represent the 13 original colonies; the blue stands for
loyalty, devotion, truth, justice, and friendship; red
symbolizes courage, zeal, and fervency, while white
denotes purity and rectitude of conduct; commonly
referred to by its nickname of Old Glory

note: the design and colors have been the basis for a
number of other flags, including Chile, Liberia, Malaysia,
and Puerto Rico

National symbol(s):

bald eagle

National anthem:

name: "The Star-Spangled Banner"

lyrics/music: Francis Scott KEY/John Stafford SMITH

note: adopted 1931; during the War of 1812, after
witnessing the successful American defense of Fort
McHenry in Baltimore following British naval bombardment,
Francis Scott KEY wrote the lyrics to what would become
the national anthem; the lyrics were set to the tune of
"The Anacreontic Song"; only the first verse is sung


https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html#2063
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html#2100
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html#2220
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html#2123
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html#2077
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/world-leaders-1/index.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html#2101
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html#2094
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html#2118
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html#2115
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html#2107
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html#2081
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html#2230
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html#2218
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/fields/2094.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/fields/2118.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/fields/2115.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/fields/2107.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/fields/2081.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/fields/2230.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/fields/2218.html

3. CANADA

Background:

A land of vast distances and rich natural resources,
Canada became a self-governing dominion in 1867 while
retaining ties to the British crown. Economically and
technologically, the nation has developed in parallel with
the US, its neighbor to the south across the World's
longest unfortified border. Canada faces the political
challenges of meeting public demands for quality
improvements in health care, education, social services,
and economic competitiveness, as well as responding to
the particular concerns of predominantly francophone
Quebec. Canada also aims to develop its diverse energy
resources while maintaining its commitment to the
environment.

People and Society:

Nationality:

noun: Canadian(s)
adjective: Canadian

Ethnic groups:

British Isles origin 28%, French origin 23%, other European
15%, Amerindian 2%, other, mostly Asian, African, Arab 6%,
mixed background 26%

Languages:

English (official) 58.8%), French (official) 21.6%, other
19.6% (2006 Census)

Religions:

Roman Catholic 42.6%, Protestant 23.3% (United Church
9.5%, Anglican 6.8%, Baptist 2.4%, Lutheran 2%), other
Christian 4.4%, Muslim 1.9%, other and unspecified 11.8%,
none 16% (2001 census)

Population:

34,300,083 (July 2012 est.)
country comparison to the world: 35

Age structure:

0-14 years: 15.7% (male 2,736,737/female 2,602,342)
15-64 years: 68.5% (male 11,776,611/female 11,517,972)
65 years and over: 15.9% (male 2,372,356/

female 3,024,571) (2011 est.)

Median age:

total: 41.2 years
male: 40 years
female: 42.4 years (2012 est.)

Population growth rate:

0.784% (2012 est.)
country comparison to the world: 136

Birth rate:

10.28 births/1,000 population (2012 est.)
country comparison to the world: 186

Death rate:

8.09 deaths/1,000 population (July 2012 est.)
country comparison to the world: 96

Net migration rate:

5.65 migrant(s)/1,000 population (2012 est.)
country comparison to the world: 18

Urbanization:

urban population: 81% of total population (2010)
rate of urbanization: 1.1% annual rate of change
(2010-15 est.)

Major cities - population:

Toronto 5.377 million; Montreal 3.75 million;
Vancouver 2.197 million; OTTAWA (capital) 1.17 million;
Calgary 1.16 million (2009)

Sex ratio:

at birth: 1.06 male(s)/female

under 15 years: 1.05 male(s)/female

15-64 years: 1.02 male(s)/female

65 years and over: 0.79 male(s)/female

total population: 0.98 male(s)/female (2011 est.)

Maternal mortality rate:

12 deaths/100,000 live births (2010)
country comparison to the world: 150

Infant mortality rate:

total: 4.85 deaths/1,000 live births

country comparison to the world: 182

male: 5.19 deaths/1,000 live births

female: 4.5 deaths/1,000 live births (2012 est.)

Life expectancy at birth:

total population: 81.48 years
country comparison to the world: 12
male: 78.89 years

female: 84.21 years (2012 est.)

Total fertility rate:
1.59 children born/woman (2012 est.)
country comparison to the world: 178

Health expenditures:

10.9% of GDP (2009)
country comparison to the world: 22
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Physicians density:

1.913 physicians/1,000 population (2006)

Hospital bed density:

3.4 beds/1,000 population (2008)

HIV/AIDS - adult prevalence rate:

0.3% (2009 est.)
country comparison to the world: 87

HIV/AIDS - people living with HIV/AIDS:

68,000 (2009 est.)

country comparison to the world: 49
HIV/AIDS - deaths:

fewer than 1,000 (2009 est.)

country comparison to the world: 72
Obesity - adult prevalence rate:

23.1% (2004)

country comparison to the world: 14
Education expenditures:

4.9% of GDP (2007)

country comparison to the world: 65
Literacy:

definition: age 15 and over can read and write
total population: 99%

male: 99%

female: 99% (2003 est.)

School life expectancy (primary to tertiary education):

total: 17 years
male: 17 years
female: 17 years (2004)

Unemployment, youth ages 15-24:
total: 15.3%
country comparison to the world: 74
male: 18.1%
female: 12.4% (2009)

Government:

Country name:
conventional long form: none

conventional short form: Canada
Government type:
a parliamentary democracy, a federation, and a
constitutional monarchy
Capital:

name: Ottawa
geographic coordinates: 45 25 N, 75 42 W

time difference: UTC-5 (same time as Washington,
DC during Standard Time)

daylight saving time: +1hr, begins second Sunday in
March; ends first Sunday in November

note: Canada is divided into six time zones

Administrative divisions:

10 provinces and 3 territories*; Alberta, British Columbia,
Manitoba, New Brunswick, Newfoundland and Labrador,
Northwest Territories*, Nova Scotia, Nunavut*, Ontario,
Prince Edward Island, Quebec, Saskatchewan, Yukon*

Independence:

1 July 1867 (union of British North American colonies);
11 December 1931 (recognized by UK per Statute of
Westminster)

National holiday:

Canada Day, 1 July (1867)

Constitution:

made up of unwritten and written acts, customs, judicial
decisions, and traditions; the written part of the
constitution consists of the Constitution Act of 29 March
1867, which created a federation of four provinces, and
the Constitution Act of 17 April 1982, which transferred
formal control over the constitution from Britain to
Canada, and added a Canadian Charter of Rights and
Freedoms as well as procedures for constitutional
Amendments

Legal system:

common law system except in Quebec where civil law
based on the French civil code prevails

International law organization participation:

accepts compulsory ICJ jurisdiction with reservations;
accepts ICCt jurisdiction

Suffrage:

18 years of age; universal

Executive branch:

head of state: Queen ELIZABETH Il (since 6 February
1952); represented by Governor General David
JOHNSTON (since 1 October 2010)

head of government: Prime Minister

Stephen Joseph HARPER (since 6 February 2006)
cabinet: Federal Ministry chosen by the prime minister
usually from among the members of his own party sitting
in Parliament (For more information visit the

World Leaders website)

elections: the monarchy is hereditary; governor general
appointed by the monarch on the advice of the prime
minister for a five-year term; following legislative
elections, the leader of the majority party or the leader
of the majority coalition in the House of Commons
generally designated prime minister by the governor
general
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Legislative branch:

bicameral Parliament or Parlement consists of the
Senate or Senat (105 seats; members appointed by the
governor general on the advice of the prime minister
and serve until 75 years of age) and the House of
Commons or Chambre des Communes (308 seats;
members elected by direct, popular vote to serve a
maximum of four-year terms)

elections: House of Commons - last held on 2 May
2011 (next to be held no later than 19 October 2015)
election results: House of Commons - percent of vote
by party - Conservative Party 39.6%, New Democratic
Party 30.6%, Liberal Party 18.9%, Bloc Quebecois 6%,
Greens 3.9%; seats by party - Conservative Party 166,
New Democratic Party 103, Liberal Party 34,

Bloc Quebecois 4, Greens 1

Judicial branch:

Supreme Court of Canada (judges are appointed by the
governor general on the recommendation of the prime
minister); Federal Court of Canada; Federal Court of
Appeal; Tax Court of Canada; Provincial/Territorial
Courts (these are named variously Court of Appeal,
Court of Queen's Bench, Superior Court, Supreme
Court, and Court of Justice)

Political parties and leaders:

Bloc Quebecois [Daniel PAILLE]; Conservative Party of
Canada [Stephen HARPER]; Green Party [Elizabeth MAYT;
Liberal Party [Robert RAE (interim)]; New Democratic
Party [Nycole TURMEL(interim)]

Political pressure groups and leaders:

other: agricultural sector; automobile industry; business
groups; chemical industry; commercial banks;
communications sector; energy industry;
environmentalists; public administration groups;

steel industry; trade unions

International organization participation:

ADB (nonregional member), AfDB (nonregional member),
APEC, Arctic Council, ARF, ASEAN (dialogue partner),
Australia Group, BIS, C, CD, CDB, CE (observer), EAPC,
EBRD, FAO, FATF, G-20, G-7, G-8, G-10, IADB, IAEA,
IBRD, ICAOQO, ICC, ICRM, IDA, IEA, IFAD, IFC, IFRCS,
IGAD (partners), IHO, ILO, IMF, IMO, IMSO, Interpol,
IOC, IOM, IPU, ISO, ITSO, ITU, ITUC, MIGA, MINUSTAH,
MONUSCO, NAFTA, NATO, NEA, NSG, OAS, OECD, OIF,
OPCW, OSCE, Paris Club, PCA, PIF (partner), UN,
UNAMID, UNCTAD, UNDOF, UNESCO, UNFICYP,
UNHCR, UNRWA, UNTSO, UNWTO, UPU, WCO, WFTU,
WHO, WIPO, WMO, WTO, zZC

Diplomatic representation in the US:

chief of mission: Ambassador Gary DOER

chancery: 501 Pennsylvania Avenue NW,

Washington, DC 20001

telephone: [1] (202) 682-1740

FAX: [1] (202) 682-7701

consulate(s) general: Atlanta, Boston, Buffalo, Chicago,
Dallas, Denver, Detroit, Los Angeles, Miami, Minneapolis,
New York, San Francisco/Silicon Valley, Seattle
consulate(s): Anchorage, Houston, Philadelphia,

Phoenix, Raleigh, San Diego

Diplomatic representation from the US:

chief of mission: Ambassador David C. JACOBSON
embassy: 490 Sussex Drive, Ottawa, Ontario K1IN 1G8
mailing address: P. O. Box 5000, Ogdensburg,

NY 13669-0430; P.O. Box 866, Station B, Ottawa,
Ontario K1P 5T1

telephone: [1] (613) 688-5335

FAX: [1] (613) 688-3082

consulate(s) general: Calgary, Halifax, Montreal,
Quebec City, Toronto, Vancouver, Winnipeg

Flag description:

two vertical bands of red (hoist and fly side, half width)
with white square between them; an 11-pointed red
maple leaf is centered in the white square; the maple
leaf has long been a Canadian symbol; the official
colors of Canada are red and white

National symbol(s):

maple leaf

National anthem:

name: "O Canada"

Lyrics/music: Adolphe-Basile Routhier[French],

Robert Stanley WEIR [English]/Calixa LAVALLEE

note: adopted 1980; originally written in 1880, "O
Canada" served as an unofficial anthem many years
before its official adoption; the anthem has French and
English versions whose lyrics differ; as a Commonwealth
realm, in addition to the national anthem, "God Save the
Queen" serves as the royal anthem (see United Kingdom)
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4. INDIA
Background: of the people; there are 14 other official languages:

Bengali, Telugu, Marathi, Tamil, Urdu, Gujarati, Malayalam,
The Indus Valley civilization, one of the world's oldest, Kannada, Oriya, Punjabi, Assamese, Kashmiri, Sindhi, and
flourished during the 3rd and 2nd millennia B.C. and Sanskrit; Hindustani is a popular variant of Hindi/Urdu
extended into northwestern India. Aryan tribes from the spoken widely throughout northern India but is not an
northwest infiltrated onto the Indian subcontinent about official language (2001 census)
1500 B.C.; their merger with the earlier Dravidian
inhabitants created the classical Indian culture. The Religions:
Maurya Empire of the 4th and 3rd centuries B.C. -
which reached its zenith under ASHOKA - united much Hindu 80.5%, Muslim 13.4%, Christian 2.3%, Sikh 1.9%,
of South Asia. The Golden Age ushered in by the Gupta other 1.8%, unspecified 0.1% (2001 census)

dynasty (4th to 6th centuries A.D.) saw a flowering of
Indian science, art, and culture. Islam spread across
the subcontinent over a period of 700 years. In the 10th
and 11th centuries, Turks and Afghans invaded India 1,205,073,612 (July 2012 est.)

and established the Delhi Sultanate. In the early 16th country comparison to the world: 2
century, the Emperor BABUR established the Mughal
Dynasty which ruled India for more than three
centuries. European explorers began establishing

Population:

Age structure:

footholds in India during the 16th century. By the 19th 0-14 years: 29.7% (male 187,450,635/female
century, Great Britain had become the dominant 165,415,758)

political power on the subcontinent. The British Indian 15-64 years: 64.9% (male 398,757,331/female
Army played a vital role in both World Wars. Nonviolent 372,719,379)

resistance to British rule, led by Mohandas GANDHI 65 years and over: 5.5% (male 30,831,190/female
and Jawaharlal NEHRU, eventually brought about 33,998,613) (2011 est.)

independence in 1947. Communal violence led to the
subcontinent's bloody partition, which resulted in the

creation of two separate states, India and Pakistan. The Median age:

two countries have fought three wars since total: 26.5 years
independence, the last of which in 1971 resulted in male: 25.9 years
East Pakistan becoming the separate nation of female: 27.2 years (2012 est.)

Bangladesh. India's nuclear weapons tests in 1998
caused Pakistan to conduct its own tests that same
year. In November 2008, terrorists originating from
Pakistan conducted a series of coordinated attacks in 1.312% (2012 est.)

Mumbai, India's financial capital. In January 2011, India country comparison to the world: 88

assumed a nonpermanent seat in the UN Security

Council for the 2011-12 term. Despite pressing .

problems such as significant overpopulation, Birth rate:

environmental degradation, extensive poverty, and 20.6 births/1,000 population (2012 est.)
widespread corruption, rapid economic development is country comparison to the world: 85

fueling India's rise on the world stage.

Population growth rate:

People and Society: Death rate:
] ) 7.43 deaths/1,000 population (July 2012 est.)
Nationality: country comparison to the world: 116
noun: Indian(s) Net migration rate:

adjective: Indian
-0.05 migrant(s)/1,000 population (2012 est.)
. . country comparison to the world: 116
Ethnic groups:

Indo-Aryan 72%, Dravidian 25%, Mongoloid and other 3% Urbanization:

2000
( ) urban population: 30% of total population (2010)
Languages: rate of urbanization: 2.4% annual rate of change

' (2010-15 est.)

Hindi 41%, Bengali 8.1%, Telugu 7.2%, Marathi 7%,
Tamil 5.9%, Urdu 5%, Gujarati 4.5%, Kannada 3.7%,
Malayalam 3.2%, Oriya 3.2%, Punjabi 2.8%, Assamese Major cities - population:
1.3%, Maithili 1.2%, other 5.9% . S . A
note: English enjoys the status of subsidiary official EEI\IQIatZIElL;Izs()ilaglitl?ilgnglézmiglgil()?nhyeumﬁﬁlor%g.695 million;
language but is the most important language for national, B | '7 079 milli ’ 2009 ’ ’
political, and commercial communication; Hindi is the angajore /. million ( )
most widely spoken language and primary tongue of 41%
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Sex ratio:

at birth: 1.12 male(s)/female

under 15 years: 1.13 male(s)/female

15-64 years: 1.07 male(s)/female

65 years and over: 0.9 male(s)/female

total population: 1.08 male(s)/female (2011 est.)

Maternal mortality rate:

200 deaths/100,000 live births (2010)
country comparison to the world: 54

Infant mortality rate:

total: 46.07 deaths/1,000 live births

country comparison to the world: 50

male: 44.71 deaths/1,000 live births

female: 47.59 deaths/1,000 live births (2012 est.)

Life expectancy at birth:

total population: 67.14 years
country comparison to the world: 160
male: 66.08 years
female: 68.33 years (2012 est.)
Total fertility rate:
2.58 children born/woman (2012 est.)
country comparison to the world: 80
Health expenditures:
2.4% of GDP (2009)

country comparison to the world: 185

Physicians density:

0.599 physicians/1,000 population (2005)

Hospital bed density:

0.9 beds/1,000 population (2005)

HIV/AIDS - adult prevalence rate:

0.3% (2009 est.)
country comparison to the world: 84

HIV/AIDS - people living with HIV/AIDS:
2.4 million (2009 est.)
country comparison to the world: 3
HIV/AIDS - deaths:
170,000 (2009 est.)
country comparison to the world: 3

Major infectious diseases:

degree of risk: high

food or waterborne diseases: bacterial diarrhea,
hepatitis A and E, and typhoid fever

vectorborne diseases: chikungunya, dengue fever,
Japanese encephalitis, and malaria
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animal contact disease: rabies

water contact disease: leptospirosis

note: highly pathogenic H5N1 avian influenza has been
identified in this country; it poses a negligible risk with
extremely rare cases possible among US citizens who
have close contact with birds (2009)

Children under the age of 5 years underweight:

43.5% (2006)
country comparison to the world: 1

Education expenditures:

3.1% of GDP (2006)
country comparison to the world: 129

Literacy:

definition: age 15 and over can read and write
total population: 61%

male: 73.4%

female: 47.8% (2001 census)

School life expectancy (primary to tertiary education):

total: 10 years
male: 11 years
female: 10 years (2007)

Unemployment, youth ages 15-24:
total: 10.5%
country comparison to the world: 100
male: 10.4%
female: 10.8% (2004)

Government:

Country name:

conventional long form: Republic of India
conventional short form: India

local long form: Republic of India/Bharatiya Ganarajya
local short form: India/Bharat

Government type:

federal republic

Capital:

name: New Delhi

geographic coordinates: 28 36 N, 77 12 E
time difference: UTC+5.5 (10.5 hours ahead of
Washington, DC during Standard Time)

Administrative divisions:

28 states and 7 union territories*; Andaman and Nicobar
Islands*, Andhra Pradesh, Arunachal Pradesh,Zfssam,

Bihar, Chandigarh*, Chhattisgarh, Dadra and Nagar Haveli*,

Daman and Diu*, Delhi*, Goa, Gujarat, Haryana, Himachal
Pradesh, Jammu and Kashmir, Jharkhand, Karnataka,
Kerala, Lakshadweep*, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra,
Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Odisha,
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Puducherry*, Punjab, Rajasthan, Sikkim, Tamil Nadu,
Tripura, Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand, West Bengal
note: although its status is that of a union territory,

the official name of Delhi is National Capital Territory of
Delhi

Independence:

15 August 1947 (from the UK)

Constitution:

26 January 1950; amended many times

Legal system:

common law system based on the English model; separate
personal law codes apply to Muslims, Christians, and
Hindus; judicial review of legislative acts

International law organization participation:

accepts compulsory ICJ jurisdiction with reservations;
non-party state to the ICCt

Suffrage:

18 years of age; universal

Executive branch:

chief of state: President Pranab MUKHERJEE (since 22
July 2012); Vice President Mohammad Hamid ANSARI
(since 11 August 2007)

head of government: Prime Minister Manmohan SINGH

(since 22 May 2004)

cabinet: Cabinet appointed by the president on the
recommendation of the prime minister

(For more information visit the World Leaders website)
elections: president elected by an electoral college
consisting of elected members of both houses of Parliament
and the legislatures of the states for a five-year term (no
term limits); election last held in July 2012 (next to be held
in July 2017); vice president elected by both houses of Parli
ament for a five-year term; election last held in August 2007
(next to be held in August 2012); prime minister chosen by
parliamentary members of the majority party following
legislative elections; election last held April - May 2009
(next to be held no later than May 2014)

election results: Pranab MUKHERJEE elected president;
percent of vote - Pranab MUKHERJEE 69.31%,

Purno SANGMA - 30.69%

Legislative branch:

bicameral Parliament or Sansad consists of the Council of
States or Rajya Sabha (a body consisting of 245 seats up
to 12 of which are appointed by the president, the
remainder are chosen by the elected members of the state
and territorial assemblies; members serve six-year terms)
and the People's Assembly or Lok Sabha (545 seats;

543 members elected by popular vote, 2 appointed by the
president; members serve five-year terms)

elections: People's Assembly - last held in five phases on
16, 22-23, 30 April and 7, 13 May 2009 (next must be held
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by May 2014)

election results: People's Assembly - percent of vote by
party - NA; seats by party - INC 206, BJP 116, SP 23,

BSP 21, JD (U) 20, AITC 19, DMK 18, CPI-M 16, BJD 14,
SS 11, AIADMK 9, NCP 9, other 61, vacant 2; note - seats
by party as of December 2011 - INC 208, BJP 115, SP 22,
BSP 21, JD(U) 20, AITC 18, DMK 18, CPI(M) 16, BJD 14,
SS 14, AIADMK 9, NCP 9, TDP 6, RLD 5 other 49, vacant 1

Judicial branch:

Supreme Court (one chief justice and 25 associate justices
are appointed by the president and remain in office until
they reach the age of 65 or are removed for "proved
misbehavior")

Political parties and leaders:

All India Anna Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam or AIADMK
[J. JAYALALITHAA]; All India Trinamool Congress or AITC
[Mamata BANERJEE]; Bahujan Samaj Party or BSP
[MAYAWATI]; Bharatiya Janata Party or BJP

[Nitin GADKARI]; Biju Janata Dal or BJD

[Naveen PATNAIK]; Communist Party of India or CPI
[A.B. BARDHAN]; Communist Party of India-Marxist or
CPI-M [Prakash KARAT]; Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam or
DMK [M.KARUNANIDHI]; Indian National Congress or INC
[Sonia GANDHI]; Janata Dal (United) or JD(U)

[Sharad YADAV]; Nationalist Congress Party or NCP
[Sharad PAWARY]; Rashtriya Janata Dal or RJD [Lalu
Prasad YADAV]; Rashtriya Lok Dal or RLD [Ajit SINGH];
Samajwadi Party or SP [Mulayam Singh YADAV];
Shiromani Akali Dal or SAD [Parkash Singh BADAL];

Shiv Sena or SS [Bal THACKERAY]; Telugu Desam

Party or TDP [Chandrababu NAIDU]; note - India has
dozens of national and regional political parties; only
parties with four or more seats in the People's Assembly
are listed

Political pressure groups and leaders:

All Parties Hurriyat Conference in the Kashmir Valley
(separatist group); Bajrang Dal (religious organization);
India Against Corruption [Anna HAZAREI]; Jamiat Ulema-e
Hind (religious organization); Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh [Mohan BHAGWAT] (religious organization);
Vishwa Hindu Parishad [Ashok SINGHAL] (religious
organization)

other: numerous religious or militant/chauvinistic
organizations; various separatist groups seeking greater
communal and/or regional autonomy; hundreds of social
reform, anti-corruption, and environmental groups at state
and local level

International organization participation:

ABEDA, ADB, AfDB (nonregional member), ARF, ASEAN
(dialogue partner), BIMSTEC, BIS, BRICS, C, CD, CERN
(observer), CICA, CP, EAS, FAO, FATF, G-15, G-20, G-24,
G-77, IAEA, IBRD, ICAO, ICC, ICRM, IDA, IFAD, IFC,
IFRCS, IHO, ILO, IMF, IMO, IMSO, Interpol, IOC, IOM, IPU,
ISO, ITSO, ITU, ITUC, LAS (observer), MIGA, MONUSCO,
NAM, OAS (observer), OECD, OPCW, PCA, PIF (partner),
SAARC, SACEP, SCO (observer), UN, UNCTAD, UNDOF,
UNESCO, UNHCR, UNIDO, UNIFIL, UNISFA, UNITAR,
UNMISS, UNMIT, UNOCI, UNSC (temporary), UNWTO,
UPU, WCO, WFTU, WHO, WIPO, WMO, WTO
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Diplomatic representation in the US:

chief of mission: Ambassador Nirupama RAO
chancery: 2107 Massachusetts Avenue NW,
Washington, DC 20008; note - Consular Wing located at
2536 Massachusetts Avenue NW, Washington, DC 20008
telephone: [1] (202) 939-7000

FAX: [1] (202) 265-4351

consulate(s) general: Chicago, Houston, New York,
San Francisco

Diplomatic representation from the US:

chief of mission: Ambassador Nancy J. POWELL
embassy: Shantipath, Chanakyapuri, New Delhi 110021
mailing address: use embassy street address
telephone: [91] (011) 2419-8000

FAX: [91] (11) 2419-0017

consulate(s) general: Chennai (Madras), Hyderabad;
Kolkata (Calcutta), Mumbai (Bombay)

Flag description:

three equal horizontal bands of saffron (subdued orange)
(top), white, and green, with a blue chakra (24-spoked
wheel) centered in the white band; saffron represents
courage, sacrifice, and the spirit of renunciation; white
signifies purity and truth; green stands for faith and fertility;
the blue chakra symbolizes the wheel of life in movement
and death in stagnation

note: similar to the flag of Niger, which has a small orange
disk centered in the white band

National symbol(s):

Bengal tiger

National anthem:

name: "Jana-Gana-Mana" (Thou Art the Ruler of the
Minds of All People)

lyrics/music: Rabindranath TAGORE

note: adopted 1950; Rabindranath TAGORE, a Nobel
laureate, also wrote Bangladesh's national anthem
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Background:

The name "Latvia" originates from the ancient
Latgalians, one of four eastern Baltic tribes that formed
the ethnic core of the Latvian people (ca. 8th-12th
centuries A.D.). The region subsequently came under
the control of Germans, Poles, Swedes, and finally,
Russians. A Latvian republic emerged following World
War |, but it was annexed by the USSR in 1940 - an
action never recognized by the US and many other
countries. Latvia reestablished its independence in
1991 following the breakup of the Soviet Union.
Although the last Russian troops left in 1994, the status
of the Russian minority (some 28% of the population)
remains of concern to Moscow. Latvia joined both
NATO and the EU in the spring of 2004.

People and Society:

Nationality:

noun: Latvian(s)
adjective: Latvian

Ethnic groups:

Latvian 59.3%, Russian 27.8%, Belarusian 3.6%,
Ukrainian 2.5%, Polish 2.4%, Lithuanian 1.3%, other 3.1%
(2009)

Languages:

Latvian (official) 58.2%, Russian 37.5%, Lithuanian and
other 4.3% (2000 census)

Religions:

Lutheran 19.6%, Orthodox 15.3%, other Christian 1%,
other 0.4%, unspecified 63.7% (2006)

Population:

2,191,580 (July 2012 est.)
country comparison to the world: 142

Age structure:

0-14 years: 13.5% (male 152,706/female 145,756)

15-64 years: 69.5% (male 747,044/female 785,521)

65 years and over: 16.9% (male 121,570/female 252,111)
(2011 est.)

Median age:

total: 40.9 years
male: 37.9 years
female: 43.9 years (2012 est.)

Population growth rate:

-0.598% (2012 est.)
country comparison to the world: 220

LATOVIA

Birth rate:

9.97 births/1,000 population (2012 est.)
country comparison to the world: 192

Death rate:

13.6 deaths/1,000 population (July 2012 est.)
country comparison to the world: 17

Net migration rate:

-2.34 migrant(s)/1,000 population (2012 est.)
country comparison to the world: 168

Urbanization:

urban population: 68% of total population (2010)
rate of urbanization: -0.4% annual rate of change
(2010-15 est.)

Major cities - population:

RIGA (capital) 711,000 (2009)

Sex ratio:

at birth: 1.05 male(s)/female

under 15 years: 1.05 male(s)/female

15-64 years: 0.95 male(s)/female

65 years and over: 0.48 male(s)/female

total population: 0.86 male(s)/female (2011 est.)

Maternal mortality rate:

34 deaths/100,000 live births (2010)
country comparison to the world: 119

Infant mortality rate:

total: 8.24 deaths/1,000 live births

country comparison to the world: 158

male: 10 deaths/1,000 live births

female: 6.39 deaths/1,000 live births (2012 est.)

Life expectancy at birth:

total population: 72.93 years

country comparison to the world: 122
male: 67.84 years

female: 78.3 years (2012 est.)

Total fertility rate:
1.33 children born/woman (2012 est.)
country comparison to the world: 208

Health expenditures:

8.1% of GDP (2009)
country comparison to the world: 57
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Physicians density:

2.988 physicians/1,000 population (2009)

Hospital bed density:

6.42 beds/1,000 population (2009)

HIV/AIDS - adult prevalence rate:

0.7% (2009 est.)
country comparison to the world: 59

HIV/AIDS - people living with HIV/AIDS:

8,600 (2009 est.)
country comparison to the world: 105

HIV/AIDS - deaths:

fewer than 1,000 (2009 est.)
country comparison to the world: 77

Major infectious diseases:

degree of risk: intermediate
food or waterborne diseases: bacterial diarrhea
vectorborne diseases: tickborne encephalitis (2009)

Obesity - adult prevalence rate:

15.6% (2006)
country comparison to the world: 35

Education expenditures:

5% of GDP (2007)
country comparison to the world: 56

Literacy:

definition: age 15 and over can read and write
total population: 99.8%

male: 99.8%

female: 99.8% (2010 est.)

School life expectancy (primary to tertiary education):

total: 15 years
male: 14 years
female: 17 years (2008)

Unemployment, youth ages 15-24:
total: 33.8%
country comparison to the world: 12
male: 38.3%
female: 27.9% (2009)

Government:

Country name:

conventional long form: Republic of Latvia
conventional short form: Latvia

local long form: Latvijas Republika

local short form: Latvija

former: Latvian Soviet Socialist Republic
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Government type:

parliamentary democracy

Capital:

name: Riga

geographic coordinates: 56 57 N, 24 06 E

time difference: UTC+2 (7 hours ahead of Washington,
DC during Standard Time)

daylight saving time: +1hr, begins last Sunday in March;
ends last Sunday in October

Administrative divisions:

110 municipalities (novadi, singular-novads) and 9 cities
municipalities: Adazu Novads, Aglonas Novads,
Aizkraukles Novads, Aizputes Novads, Aknistes Novads,
Alojas Novads, Alsungas Novads, Aluksnes Novads,
Amatas Novads, Apes Novads, Auces Novads, Babites
Novads, Baldones Novads, Baltinavas Novads, Balvu
Novads, Bauskas Novads, Beverinas Novads, Brocenu
Novads, Burtnieku Novads, Carnikavas Novads, Cesu
Novads, Cesvaines Novads, Ciblas Novads, Dagdas
Novads, Daugavpils Novads, Dobeles Novads, Dundagas
Novads, Durbes Novads, Engures Novads, Erglu Novads,
Garkalnes Novads, Grobinas Novads, Gulbenes Novads,
lecavas Novads, Ikskiles Novads, llukstes Novads,
Incukalna Novads, Jaunjelgavas Novads, Juanpiebalgas
Novads, Jaunpils Novads, Jekabpils Novads, Jelgavas
Novads, Kandavas Novads, Karsavas Novads, Keguma
Novads, Kekavas Novads, Kocenu Novads, Kokneses
Novads, Kraslavas Novads, Krimuldas Novads, Krustpils
Novads, Kuldigas Novads, Lielvardes Novads, Ligatnes
Novads, Limbazu Novads, Livanu Novads, Lubanas Novads,
Ludzas Novads, Madonas Novads, Malpils Novads,
Marupes Novads, Mazsalacas Novads, Mersraga Novads,
Nauksenu Novads, Neretas Novads, Nicas Novads, Ogres
Novads, Olaines Novads, Ozolnieku Novads, Pargaujas
Novads, Pavilostas Novads, Plavinu Novads, Preilu Novads,
Priekules Novads, Priekulu Novads, Raunas Novads,
Rezeknes Novads, Riebinu Novads, Rojas Novads, Ropazu
Novads, Rucavas Novads, Rugaju Novads, Rujienas
Novads, Rundales Novads, Salacgrivas Novads, Salas
Novads, Salaspils Novads, Saldus Novads, Saulkrastu
Novads, Sejas Novads, Siguldas Novads, Skriveru Novads,
Skrundas Novads, Smiltenes Novads, Stopinu Novads,
Strencu Novads, Talsu Novads, Tervetes Novads, Tukuma
Novads, Vainodes Novads, Valkas Novads, Varaklanu
Novads, Varkavas Novads, Vecpiebalgas Novads,
Vecumnieku Novads, Ventspils Novads, Viesites Novads,
Vilakas Novads, Vilanu Novads, Zilupes Novads

cities: Daugavpils, Jekabpils, Jelgava, Jurmala, Liepaja,
Rezekne, Riga, Valmiera, Ventspils

Independence:

4 May 1990 (declared); 6 September 1991 (recognized by
the Soviet Union)

National holiday:

Independence Day, 18 November (1918); note - 18
November 1918 was the date Latvia declared independence
from Soviet Russia and established its statehood; 4 May
1990 was the date it declared its independence from the
Soviet Union
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Constitution:

15 February 1922; restored to force by the Constitutional
Law of the Republic of Latvia adopted by the Supreme
Council 21 August 1991; multiple amendments since

Legal system:

civil law system with traces of socialist legal traditions and
practices

International law organization participation:

has not submitted an ICJ jurisdiction declaration; accepts
ICCt jurisdiction

Suffrage:

18 years of age; universal for Latvian citizens

Executive branch:

chief of state: President Andris BERZINS (since 8 July
2011)

head of government: Prime Minister Valdis
DOMBROVSKIS (since 12 March 2009)

cabinet: Cabinet of Ministers nominated by the prime
minister and appointed by Parliament

(For more information visit the World Leaders website )
elections: president elected by Parliament for a four-year
term (eligible for a second term); election last held on 2
June 2011 (next to be held in 2015); prime minister
appointed by the president, confirmed by Parliament
election results: Andris BERZINS elected president;
parliamentary vote - Andris BERZINS 53, Valdis
ZATLERS 41

Legislative branch:

unicameral Parliament or Saeima (100 seats; members
elected by proportional representation from party lists by
popular vote to serve four-year terms)

elections: last held on 17 September 2011 (next to be held
in September 2015)

election results: percent of vote by party - SC 28.4%,
Zatlers 20.8%, Unity 18.8%, National Alliance 13.9%,

Z7ZS 12.2%, other 5.9%; seats by party - SC 31, Zatlers 22,
Unity 20, National Alliance 14, ZZS 13

Judicial branch:

Supreme Court (judges' appointments are confirmed by
parliament); Constitutional Court (judges' appointments
are confirmed by parliament)

Political parties and leaders:

Greens and Farmers Union or ZZS [Augusts BRIGMANIS];
Harmony Center or SC [Nils USAKOVS, Janis
URBANOVICS]; National Alliance (alliance of TB/LNNK, All
For Latvia!) [Gaidis BERZINS, Raivis DZINTARS]; Unity
[Solvita ABOLTINA]; Zatlers' Reform Party

[Valdis ZATLERS]

16

Political pressure groups and leaders:

Free Trade Union Confederation of Latvia
[Peteris KRIGERS], Employers' Confederation of Latvia
[Vitalijs GAVRILOVS], Farmers' Parliament [Juris LAZDINS]

International organization participation:

Australia Group, BA, BIS, CBSS, CE, EAPC, EBRD, EIB,
EU, FAO, IAEA, IBRD, ICAO, ICRM, IDA, IFC, IFRCS, IHO,
ILO, IMF, IMO, IMSO, Interpol, IOC, IOM, IPU, ISO
(correspondent), ITU, ITUC, MIGA, NATO, NIB, NSG, OAS
(observer), OIF (observer), OPCW, OSCE, PCA, Schengen
Convention, UN, UNCTAD, UNESCO, UNWTO, UPU, WCO,

WHO, WIPO, WMO, WTO

Diplomatic representation in the US:

chief of mission: Ambassador Andris RAZANS
chancery: 2306 Massachusetts Ave. NW, Washington,
DC 20008

telephone: [1] (202) 328-2840

FAX: [1] (202) 328-2860

Diplomatic representation from the US:

chief of mission: Ambassador Judith G. GARBER
embassy: 1 Samnera Velsa St, Riga LV-1510

mailing address: Embassy of the United States of America,

1 Samnera Velsa St, Riga, LV-510, Latvia
telephone: [371] 6710-7000
FAX: [371] 6710-7001

Flag description:

three horizontal bands of maroon (top), white (half-width),
and maroon; the flag is one of the older banners in the
world; a medieval chronicle mentions a red standard with
a white stripe being used by Latvian tribes in about 1280

National symbol(s):

white wagtail (bird)

National anthem:

name: "Dievs, sveti Latviju!" (God Bless Latvia)
lyrics/music: Karlis BAUMANIS

note: adopted 1920, restored 1990; the song was first
performed in 1873 while Latvia was a part of Russia,;

the anthem was banned during the Soviet occupation from
1940 to 1990
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6. SOUTH KOREA

Background:

An independent kingdom for much of its long history,
Korea was occupied by Japan beginning in 1905
following the Russo-Japanese War. In 1910, Tokyo
formally annexed the entire Peninsula. Korea
regained its independence following Japan's
surrender to the United States in 1945. After World
War |l, a democratic-based government (Republic of
Korea, ROK) was set up in the southern half of the
Korean Peninsula while a Communist-style
government was installed in the north (the DPRK).
During the Korean War (1950-53), US troops and UN
forces fought alongside soldiers from the ROK to
defend South Korea from DPRK attacks supported by
China and the Soviet Union. An armistice was signed
in 1953, splitting the peninsula along a demilitarized
zone at about the 38th parallel. Thereafter, South
Korea under the PARK Chung-hee regime achieved
rapid economic growth with per capita income rising
to roughly 17 times the level of North Korea. In 1993,
KIM Young-sam became South Korea's first civilian
president following 32 years of military rule. South
Korea today is a fully functioning modern democracy.
President LEE Myung-bak has pursued a policy of
global engagement since taking office in February
2008, highlighted by Seoul's hosting of the G-20
summit in November 2010 and the Nuclear Security
Summit in March 2012, as well as the forthcoming
2018 Winter Olympic Games. Serious tensions with
North Korea have punctuated inter-Korean relations in
recent years, including the North's sinking of the
South Korean warship Cheonan in March 2010 and its
artillery attack on South Korean soldiers and citizens
in November 2010.

People and Society:

Nationality:

noun: Korean(s)
adjective: Korean

Ethnic groups:

homogeneous (except for about 20,000 Chinese)

Languages:

Korean, English (widely taught in junior high and high
school)

Age structure:
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0-14 years: 15.7% (male 3,980,541/female 3,650,631)

15-64 years: 72.9% (male 18,151,023/female 17,400,809)

65 years and over: 11.4% (male 2,259,621/
female 3,312,032) (2011 est.)

Median age:

total: 39 years
male: 37.6 years
female: 40.4 years (2012 est.)

Population growth rate:

0.204% (2012 est.)
country comparison to the world: 175

Birth rate:
8.42 births/1,000 population (2012 est.)
country comparison to the world: 215
Death rate:
6.38 deaths/1,000 population (July 2012 est.)
country comparison to the world: 154
Net migration rate:
0 migrant(s)/1,000 population (2012 est.)
country comparison to the world: 92
Urbanization:

urban population: 83% of total population (2010)
rate of urbanization: 0.6% annual rate of change
(2010-15 est.)

Major cities - population:

SEOUL (capital) 9.778 million; Busan (Pusan) 3.439

million; Incheon (Inch'on) 2.572 million; Daegu (Taegu)

2.458 million; Daejon (Taejon) 1.497 million (2009)

Sex ratio:

at birth: 1.07 male(s)/female

under 15 years: 1.09 male(s)/female

15-64 years: 1.04 male(s)/female

65 years and over: 0.69 male(s)/female

total population: 1 male(s)/female (2011 est.)

Religions:

Christian 26.3% (Protestant 19.7%, Roman Catholic 6.6%), 16 deaths/100,000 live births (2010)
Buddhist 23.2%, other or unknown 1.3%, none 49.3% (1995 censuspuntry comparison to the world: 143

Maternal mortality rate:

Population:

48,860,500 (July 2012 est.)
country comparison to the world: 25

Infant mortality rate:

total: 4.08 deaths/1,000 live births

country comparison to the world: 198

male: 4.29 deaths/1,000 live births

female: 3.86 deaths/1,000 live births (2012 est.)
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Life expectancy at birth:

total population: 79.3 years
country comparison to the world: 41
male: 76.12 years
female: 82.7 years (2012 est.)
Total fertility rate:
1.23 children born/woman (2012 est.)
country comparison to the world: 217
Health expenditures:
6.5% of GDP (2009)
country comparison to the world: 90

Physicians density:

1.967 physicians/1,000 population (2008)

Hospital bed density:

12.28 beds/1,000 population (2008)

HIV/AIDS - adult prevalence rate:

less than 0.1% (2009 est.)

country comparison to the world: 134
HIV/AIDS - people living with HIV/AIDS:

9,500 (2009 est.)

country comparison to the world: 100
HIV/AIDS - deaths:

fewer than 500 (2009 est.)

country comparison to the world: 90
Obesity - adult prevalence rate:

3.2% (2001)

country comparison to the world: 64
Education expenditures:

4.2% of GDP (2007)

country comparison to the world: 97
Literacy:

definition: age 15 and over can read and write
total population: 97.9%

male: 99.2%

female: 96.6% (2002)

School life expectancy (primary to tertiary education):

total: 17 years
male: 18 years
female: 16 years (2008)
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Unemployment, youth ages 15-24:

total: 9.8%

country comparison to the world: 104
male: 11.9%

female: 8.5% (2009)

Government:

Country name:

conventional long form: Republic of Korea
conventional short form: South Korea
local long form: Taehan-min'guk

local short form: Han'guk

abbreviation: ROK

Government type:

republic

Capital:

name: Seoul

geographic coordinates: 37 33 N, 126 59 E

time difference: UTC+9 (14 hours ahead of Washington,
DC during Standard Time)

Administrative divisions:

9 provinces (do, singular and plural), 6 metropolitan cities
(gwangyoksi, singular and plural), 1 special city, and 1
special self-governing city

provinces: Chungbuk (North Chungcheong), Chungnam
(South Chungcheong), Gangwon, Gyeonggi, Gyeongbuk
(North Gyeongsang), Gyeongnam (South Gyeongsang),
Jeju,Jeonbuk (North Jeolla), Jeonnam (South Jeolla)
metropolitan cities: Busan (Pusan), Daegu (Taegu),
Daejon (Taejon), Gwangju (Kwangju), Incheon (Inch'on),
Ulsan

special city: Seoul

special self-governing city: Sejong

Independence:

15 August 1945 (from Japan)

Constitution:
17 July 1948; note - amended or rewritten many times;
current constitution approved 29 October 1987
Legal system:
mixed legal system combining European civil law,
Anglo-American law, and Chinese classical thought
International law organization participation:
has not submitted an ICJ jurisdictior@eclaration; accepts

ICCt jurisdiction

Suffrage:

19 years of age; universal
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Executive branch:

chief of state: President LEE Myung-bak (since 25
February 2008)

head of government: Prime Minister KIM Hwang-sik
(since 1 October 2010)

cabinet: State Council appointed by the president on the
prime minister's recommendation

(For more information visit the World Leaders website )
elections: president elected by popular vote for a single
five-year term; election last held on 19 December 2007
(next to be held in December 2012); prime minister
appointed by president with consent of National Assembly
election results: LEE Myung-bak elected president on 19
December 2007; percent of vote - LEE Myung-bak (GNP)
48.7%; CHUNG Dong-young (UNDP) 26.1%); LEE
Hoi-chang (independent) 15.1%; others 10.1%

Legislative branch:

unicameral National Assembly or Gukhoe (299 seats; 245 m
embers elected in single-seat constituencies, 54 elected

by proportional representation; members serve four-year
terms)

elections: last held on 11 April 2012 (next to be held in
April 2016)

election results: percent of vote by party - NA; seats by
party - NFP 152, UDP 127, UPP 13, LFP 5, independents 3

Judicial branch:

Supreme Court (justices appointed by the president with
consent of National Assembly); Constitutional Court
(justices appointed by the president based partly on
nominations by National Assembly and Chief Justice of the
court)

Political parties and leaders:

Democratic United Party or DUP [LEE Han-gil] (formerly
theDemocratic Party or DP); Democratic Labor Party or
DLP [LEE Jung-hee]; Future Hope Alliance or FHA

[ROH Cheoi-rae] (formerly Pro-Park Alliance); Liberty
Forward Party or LFP [SHIM Dae-pyeong]; Renewal Korea
Party or RKP [HAN Myeon-hee]; Saenuri (New Frontier)
Party (formerly Grand National Party or GNP) or NFP
[HWANG Woo-yea]; United Progressive Party [YU Si-min,
LEE Jung-hee, SHIM Sang-jung

Political pressure groups and leaders:

Federation of Korean Industries; Federation of Korean
Trade Unions; Korean Confederation of Trade Unions;
Korean National Council of Churches; Korean Traders
Association; Korean Veterans' Association; National
Council of Labor Unions; National Democratic Alliance
of Korea; National Federation of Farmers' Associations;
National Federation of Student Associations

International organization participation:

ADB, AfDB (nonregional member), APEC, ARF, ASEAN
(dialogue partner), Australia Group, BIS, CD, CICA, CP,
EAS, EBRD, FAO, FATF, G-20, IADB, IAEA, IBRD, ICAOQO,
ICC, ICRM, IDA, IEA, IFAD, IFC, IFRCS, IHO, ILO, IMF,
IMO, IMSO, Interpol, I0C, IOM, IPU, ISO, ITSO, ITU, ITUC,
LAIA (observer), MIGA, MINURSO, NEA, NSG, OAS
(observer), OECD, OPCW, OSCE (partner), Paris Club
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(associate), PCA, PIF (partner), SAARC (observer), UN,
UNAMID, UNCTAD, UNESCO, UNHCR, UNIDO, UNIFIL,
UNISFA, UNMIL, UNMISS, UNMOGIP, UNOCI, UNWTO,
UPU, WCO, WHO, WIPO, WMO, WTO, ZC

Diplomatic representation in the US:

chief of mission: Ambassador CHOI Young-jin
chancery: 2450 Massachusetts Avenue NW,
Washington, DC 20008

telephone: [1] (202) 939-5600

FAX: [1] (202) 387-0205

consulate(s) general: Agana (Guam), Atlanta, Boston,
Chicago, Honolulu, Houston, Los Angeles, New York,
San Francisco, Seattle

Diplomatic representation from the US:

chief of mission: Ambassador Sung Y. KIM

embassy: 32 Sejongno, Jongno-gu, Seoul 110-710
mailing address: US Embassy Seoul, APO AP 96205-5550
telephone: [82] (2) 397-4114

FAX: [82] (2) 738-8845

Flag description:

white with a red (top) and blue yin-yang symbol in the
center; there is a different black trigram from the ancient

| Ching (Book of Changes) in each corner of the white
field; the Korean national flag is called Taegukki; white is
a traditional Korean color and represents peace and purity;
the blue section represents the negative cosmic forces of
the yin, while the red symbolizes the opposite positive
forces of the yang; each trigram (kwae) denotes one of the
four universal elements, which together express the
principle of movement and harmony

National symbol(s):

taegeuk (yin yang symbol)

National anthem:

name: "Aegukga" (Patriotic Song)

lyrics/music: YUN Ch'i-Ho or AN Ch'ang-Ho/AHN Eaktay
note: adopted 1948, well known by 1910; both North Korea
and South Korea's anthems share the same name and have
a vaguely similar melody but have different lyrics
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