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The University of Akron          

College of Education

Department of Curricular and Instructional Studies

Children’s Literature in the Curriculum 

5500:622 - 3 credit hours- Spring, 2012
	Instructor:
	Dr. Ruth Oswald
	
	Section:
	801

	Office:
	Zook 10A
	
	Building:
	Zook

	Phone:
	330-972-5483
	
	Room:
	1

	Email:
	roswald@uakron.edu
	
	Day/Time:
	Tu. 5:20 – 7:50

	Office Hours:
	by appointment
	
	
	


I.
COURSE DESCRIPTION
This course is designed to provide educators a history of children’s literature as well as an update on current literature available for young children.  It will be a study of notable books, illustrations and authors in children’s literature, the various genres, current research and issues, extensive reading in the field of children’s books, and selection criteria as well as methods of presentations.

II.
RATIONALE
The goal of this course is to provide a practical overview of children’s books and to facilitate educators’ construction of a curriculum framework that integrates quality children’s literature into a variety of content areas.  Our job as teachers is to introduce and illuminate children’s books for young readers as we guide them toward the realization that literature can offer insight and pleasure.

III.
REQUIRED/OPTIONAL TEXTS
Norton, Donna E. (2011). Through the eyes of a child: An introduction to children’s literature, 


8th Ed. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pearson Education, Inc.

Novels for Literature Circles and Genre Study: self-selected and assigned.

IV.
COURSE GOALS/OBJECTIVES
	Objectives
	UA Conceptual Framework Proficiencies
	IRA Standards
	Ohio Teacher Standards
	Assignments / Assessments



	1.) Understand the value and purposes of literature for children.
	K1
	4.2
	2.1
	Readings, online discussions

	2.) Recognize and distinguish among the various representative genres of children’s literature.

Identify the characteristics of quality literature for children and using these criteria, evaluate books representative of the various genres of children’s literature, including multicultural literature.  
	K 1, D 1
	2.3, 4.1, 4.4
	2.1, 2.2
	Literature Circle Discussions and Online Book Talks

	3.) Develop and demonstrate classroom practices that integrate children’s literature and response to literature across the curriculum. 
	K 3
	2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 
	5.4
	Literature Circle Discussions, author study presentation, webquests

	4.) Identify authors of quality children’s literature and develop classroom strategies to present these authors to children.  
	K 3
	2.3
	4.6, 4.7
	Multi-Genre, International Theme/Issue Study, webquest, and  presentation/rubric

	 5.) Interpret recent research findings related to the use of children’s literature in the curriculum to meet the needs of all learners.  
	K 1, D 1
	1.2
	1.4, 4.2
	Readings and online discussions

	 6.) Recognize the importance of giving learners opportunities to respond to literature in a variety of ways.   
	K 3, D 1
	2.1, 2.2
	1.2, 4.6
	Readings, online discussions, literature circle discussions

	 7.) Develop practices that teach students to connect prior knowledge with new information.  
	K 2
	2.2
	2.5, 4.4
	Literature Circle discussions

	 8.) Integrate technology into instruction to support and improve student learning.
	T 1
	2.2
	4.7
	Online WebQuest/rubric

	 9.) Participate individually and with colleagues in professional development experiences.
	E 1, E 3
	5.4
	7.2
	Professional Development Assignment/Reflective Paper


Global Learning Outcomes:
Knowledge:

· Demonstrates knowledge of global issues, processes, trends and systems

· Demonstrates knowledge of other cultures

· Understands own culture in global and comparative context

Skills:

· Uses knowledge, diverse cultural frames of reference, and alternate perspectives to think critically and solve problems

· Interprets issues and situations from more than one cultural perspective

Attitudes:

· Is willing to learn from others who are culturally different from self

· Appreciates the language, art, religion, philosophy, and material culture of different cultures

· Is flexible, open to change, and seeks personal growth

V.
COURSE OUTLINE – Tentative Schedule
Week

Date


Topic/Activity



Assignment

	Week 1

On Site
	Jan. 10
	Introductions – Community of Learners

· Course & Syllabus

· Pick a book/Get a book

Reader Response Approaches to Children’s Literature
	

	Week 2

Online
	Jan. 17
	Internationalizing the Curriculum through Multicultural Literature 
	Part I of Internationalizing the Curriculum through Multicultural Literature Module
Post online response to

Discussion prompt #1 -  Springboard


	Week 3
On Site
	Jan. 24
	Discussion: Chapters 3, 5

Evaluating & Selecting Literature
Picture Books
Multicultural Literature

Choosing and Evaluating


	Read Chapters 3, 5
Complete 3-2-1 for ea chap; template is on Springboard

Bring a favorite picture book
Review pp. 144, 241-242, 249, 379, 419, 424, 430, 436, 443, 469, 510 and take notes, using a double-entry journal

	Week 4
Online
	Jan. 31
	History of Children’s Literature

	Read Chapter 2 
Post online response to discussion prompt  #2 - Springboard



	Week 5
On Site
	Feb. 7

	Introduction to Literature Circles

Artists & Illustrations
Introduction to Booktalks
Modern Fantasy – Part 1
· Literature Circle Work

	Read Ch. 4 (complete 3-2-1)

Bring a favorite picture book based on illustration
Read Ch.  7 (complete 3-2-1)

 LC Novel – complete role sheet for Part 1

	Week 6

Online
	Feb. 14


	Traditional Literature


	Read Ch. 6

Online Webquest on Traditional Literature - Due Feb. 24th 

	Week 7
No Class
	Feb. 21
Pres. Day Observance
	
	Part 2 of Internationalizing the Curriculum through multicultural literature module



	Week 8
On Site
	Feb. 28
	Modern Fantasy – Part 2
Literature Circle Work 

	Read Ch. 10 (3-2-1)

LC Novel – complete seed card for Part 2

	Week 9
Online 
	March 6
	Read the Historical Fiction novel from the literature circle list
 
	Post Booktalk #1: 

    Historical Fiction
Due March 9th 


	No Class
	March 13
Spring Break
	
	

	Week 10
Online
	March 20
	Read the Realistic Fiction novel from the literature circle list
	Post Booktalk: #2:

    Realistic Fiction
Due March 23rd 

	Week 11
On Site
	March 27
	Modern Fantasy – Part 3 – Lit Circle

· Literature Circle Work
Discuss Ch.9: Contemporary Realistic Fiction
Introduce Poetry Assignment
	Read Ch. 9 (3-2-1), LC Novel with Post-Its for Part 3
(in class) Exit Slip: Current Uses of Poetry

	Week 12
Online
	April 3
	
	Part 3 of Internationalizing the Curriculum through Multicultural Literature Module



	Week 13
On Site

	April 10
	Biographies

Informational Text

Poetry Share of ideas

	Read Ch. 11, 12 (3-2-1)


	Week 14
Online
	April 17
	Poetry 
	Read Ch. 8 (just read)
Post online response to discussion prompt #3 

	Week 15
On Site
	April 24
	Multi-Genre, International Theme/Issue Study Presentations
	Submit Theme/Issue Papers

Submit Professional 
      Development Papers

	Finals Week
On Site
	May 1
Finals Week
	Multi-Genre, International Theme/Issue Study Presentations
	


VI.
INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES/ACTIVITIES/TECHNOLOGY
The instructor will use a variety of strategies to present the information required to meet the course objectives. These methods will include lecture, directed discussion, demonstration, presentation, small breakout groups, online discussions and activities. The curricular content will often be presented with the use of overhead projection, pre-recorded video and audiotapes.  Web addresses will be provided to link students to supplementary information.  E-mail will be used to facilitate written exchanges between students and instructor.


The students will be expected to complete reading assignments and written responses prior to class and participate in class discussions as well as small breakout group projects.  Students will review recent research concerning the use of children’s literature in the curriculum and present a literature response lesson to the class.

VII.
EVALUATION/STUDENT ASSESSMENT
Evaluation Criteria

Guidelines: 

· According to Carnegie unit standards, university students are expected to study two hours outside of class for every hour they are in class. Consequently, you can expect to spend a total of 112.5 hours (37.5 in class; 75 outside of class) completing the requirements for this course (McKeachie, 1999, p. 24).

· Assignments considered by the professor to be substandard will be returned with the words SEE ME on them.  A consultation with the professor is required.  Such assignments must be re-done and re-submitted with the original assignment one week after they were returned.  Students who elect not to redo such assignments will receive a grade of F for said assignment.

· Late papers will be lowered one grade for each day they are late.

· The University of Akron plagiarism policy will be strictly enforced.

· You are expected to bring books to share for each genre studied.  You are also expected to prepare for discussions as indicated on the syllabus and noted in class, complete all readings, and participate in informal group activities.  Whenever possible, you are expected to select books that are new to you rather than old favorites.

Attendance:  (40 points)
Since learning occurs most effectively when knowledge and experience can be shared in a classroom community, regular attendance and participation in classroom activities will enhance the growth process. Consequently, frequent absences will result in a lower grade.  (You are also responsible for any material covered in a missed class.)

Online Discussions (3)   (60 pts.)

You will engage in discussions with your peers online for several of the weeks that we will not be meeting on campus. Go to the Springboard site for our course, go to “Discussions” and select the appropriate discussion topic to respond to the prompt and post your thoughts, and read and respond to those of your peers. (Additional guidelines will be provided.)


#1: Week 2 - Internationalizing the Curriculum through Multicultural Literature 


#2: Week 5 - History of Children’s Literature


#3: Week 15 - Poetry

Online Book Talks (2)    (60 pts.)

For each of the three genres listed below you will either be engaging in literature circle discussions in class based on assigned reading of novels or submitting a booktalk and other specified information and uploading to the Discussion Board in Springboard. Go to the Springboard site for our course, go to “Booktalks” on the discussion board and select the appropriate genre to submit your report online. These will be available for you and your peers to review and download as desired. (Additional guidelines will be provided.)

#1 Week 5, 8, & 11 (Literature Circles) – Modern Fantasy


#2 Week 9 – Historical Fiction (book talk)

#3 Week 10 – Realistic Fiction (book talk)
Online WebQuest  (20 pts.) 

Week 7 – Traditional Literature: you will learn about the instructional approach of “webquest” and then learn about Traditional Literature by going through a webquest developed by the instructor. This will be an online experience, and you will discuss your findings in class during week 8 and submit a summary paper in Dropbox within Springboard. This will prepare you for developing your own webquest as part of your Multi-Genre Theme/Issue Study assignment. Additional guidelines will be provided.
Professional Development   (30 pts.)

You will engage in a professional development opportunity over the course of the semester. You may attend a conference, such as The Virginia Hamilton Conference on April 12-13, 2012 at Kent State University or another course-related event. You might choose to engage in online listserv activity discussing children’s literature with other professionals. A posting of possible opportunities will be ongoing and all are welcome to add to the listing of potential ways to fulfill this assignment. Go to our Springboard site and post a pre-approved (by the professor) event that is relevant to professional development in learning about and using children’s literature in the classroom.  You will submit a reflective paper summarizing the event, your reaction to the experience and its usefulness to your classroom teaching and learning.
Multi-Genre, International Theme/Issue Study & Presentation (15-20 min.)   (90 pts.)

Prepare a multi-genre, international theme or issue study that you will use in your classroom. (Guidelines will be provided)  Collect and present information on your theme or issue that will engage your students in in-depth learning.  Read related multicultural, children’s literature..  You will develop a written report on your theme or issue and a presentation that includes a handout for the class. You will create a WebQuest for your students to learn online about the theme or issue and create a display board that is interactive or a collection of jackdaws for your students.  Additional guidelines and an assessment rubric will be provided for this project. 

Grade Scale (300 pts. Possible):


93 - 100%
A
279 – 300 points


90 - 92%
A-
270 – 278 points


87 - 89%
B+
261 - 269  points



83 - 86%
B
249 – 260 points


80 - 82%
B-
240 – 248 points


77 –7 9%
C+
231 – 239 points


73 - 76%
C
219 – 230 points


70 - 72%
C-
210 – 218 points


67 - 69%
D+
201 – 209 points


63 - 66%
D
189 – 200 points


60 - 62%
D-
180 – 188 points

59- F
177 points and less
VIII.   CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK PROFICIENCIES
The University of Akron, College of Education has identified Educator as Decision Maker as the theme of our conceptual framework, which has been developed around the core components of professional practice and scholarship identified in the mission statement of the college: Knowledge, Technology, Diversity, and Ethics. The theme and components provide direction for programs, courses, teaching, candidate performance, scholarship, service, and unit accountability. It is our goal to provide opportunities to candidates to develop a solid foundation in the identified proficiencies for each of the core components through well-planned coursework.  This foundation then transfers into knowledge-based decision making as it applies to Standards Setting Programs, Research and Inquiry, and Outreach.  Descriptions of the proficiencies are provided at http://www.uakron.edu/colleges/educ/COE/cf-proficiencies.php
As you progress through your program, you will find the conceptual framework aligned with course objectives. You will also find the conceptual framework theme and core components reflected throughout the College of Education. This reflects our commitment to these central tenets and our vision that all of our graduates will be effective decision makers throughout their professional careers.
IX.
STUDENT ETHICS AND OTHER POLICY INFORMATION

For further information about The University of Akron's policies regarding student ethics and conduct, please consult the following sources: http://www3.uakron.edu/gradsch/gradbull.html, then select "General Information" (academic honesty); or  www.uakron.edu/studdev/conduct.html (Student Code of Conduct).  Any student who feels she/he may need an accommodation based on the impact of a disability please consult www.uakron.edu/access and the Office of Accessibility at (330) 972-7928.
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WEBLIOGRAPHY

Carol Hurst’s Children’s Literature Site

http://www.carolhurst.com/index.html
Nancy Keane’s Booktalks

http://nancykeane.com/booktalks/
Sarasota School District, Sarasota, Florida

http://www.sarasota.k12.fl.us/
Kathy Schrock’s Guide for Educators

http://school.discovery.com/schrockguide/
Technology: The Best on the Web for Teachers

http://teachers.teach-nology.com/
Literature Circles Resource Center – School of Education, Seattle University

http://fac-staff.seattleu.edu/kschlnoe/LitCircles/index.html
Ohio Department of Education – English Language Arts Standards

http://www.ode.state.oh.us/academic_content_standards/acsenglish.asp
Ohio Resource Center for Mathematics, Science and Reading

http://www.ohiorc.org
Reading Lady

http://www.readinglady.com/
ReadWriteSite and Level Estimator (2000)

http://ReadWriteSite.com
Teachers’ Net

http://teachers.net/
Web links to professional organizations in Reading (English language arts)

 
State (S) National (N) International (I)

 

http://explorers.tsuniv.edu/cra/ College Reading Association (N)

 

http://www.ocira.treca.org/ Ohio Council of the International Reading Association (S)

 

http://www.aera.net/ The American Education and Research Association (N)

 

http://nrc.oakland.edu/ National Reading Conference (N)

 

http://www.reading.org/ International Reading Association (I)

 

http://www.ncte.org/index.shtml National Council of Teachers of English (N)

 

http://www.octela.org/ Ohio Council of Teachers of English Language Arts (S)

 

http://www.naeyc.org/ National Association for the Education of Young Children (N)

Appendix A

Rubric: Multi-Genre Project

Scoring Rubric for Internationalizing the Curriculum Module________Name__________________________________________

	
	Excellent 16-20 points
	Very Good 11-15
	Fair  6-10 points
	Poor 0-5 points
	Score

	Part 1

Readings and Online Discussion
	Participates fully in online discussion related to readings by discussing in depth a key idea from each of the 2 chapters,  connections between the chapters, implications of concepts for teaching practice, and responds to two of colleagues’ posts  by providing suggestions or questions that require them to think in a different way or deeper.  Finally, responds to colleagues’ questions or suggestions in relation to your initial posting.
	Provides all of the required information but with less depth, breadth, and/or clarity.
	Provides most of required information with less depth, breadth, and/or clarity
	Fails to provide required information and/or lacks clarity, depth, and/or clarity.
	

	
	Excellent 26-30 points
	Very Good 21-25
	Fair 16-20 points
	Poor 0-15 points
	Score

	Part 2

Written

Report
	Contains well reasoned rationale for choice of issue or theme including suggested grade level. Includes an annotated text set of multi-genre books with APA reference and genre identification. Fully describes five varied reader response activities that provide insight and understanding of the theme or issue to promote a global perspective. Is well written and organized with accurate and effective sentence structure, grammar, spelling, punctuation and word choices; follows APA (6th ed) format and has “breadth” and “depth.”
	Provides all of the required information with less depth and breadth to the paper. Paper is clear and organized with accurate and effective sentence structure, grammar, spelling, punctuation and word choices
	Provides most of required information. May be clear and organized, but need to improve sentence structure, grammar, spelling, punctuation, and/or word choices.
	Fails to provide required information. Has no clear or logical organizational structure.  Fails to demonstrate good command of written English language.
	

	
	Excellent 26-30 points
	Very Good 21-25
	Fair 16-20 points
	Poor 0-15 points
	Score

	Part 3

Presentation/ Handout
	Handout is compete and clearly organized, providing theme/issue, intended grade/age, rationale, booklist, 5 reader response activities, title of WebQuest and description of jackdaws or interactive display. Presentation includes inviting & engaging jackdaws or interactive board, read-aloud, 4-6 books and clear explanation of issue/theme, student learning expectations, and level(s) of Banks’ multicultural education attained through this project and how it supports global citizenship and/or social justice. 


	Handout is complete. Presentation provides all of the required information and opportunities for engaged student interaction but may be lacking visual appeal. 
	Handout is nearly complete. Presentation provides most of required information and opportunities for engaged student interaction but may be lacking visual appeal and/or effective presentation of issue/theme content.
	Fails to clearly present required information in handout/presentation and/or visual appeal and effective presentation of issue/theme content.
	

	
	Excellent 26-30 points
	Very Good 21-25
	Fair 16-20 points
	Poor 0-15 points
	Score

	Part 3

WebQuest
	Is well written and organized and includes the essential elements of a WebQuest according to Bernie Dodge.  Includes age/grade level appropriate tasks focused on internationalizing the curriculum, clear directions, navigation ease, and provides for a high level of student engagement.  
	Provides all required aspects and essential elements but may lack some clarity of directions and offer minimal level of student engagement. 
	Fair organization, acceptable writing, includes most or all of the essential elements of a WebQuest according to Bernie Dodge, but tasks may not be age/grade level appropriate, navigation and directions could be clearer. Provision for a high level of student engagement may be questionable.
	Fails to include good organization, acceptable writing, many of the essential elements of a WebQuest according to Bernie Dodge, age/grade level appropriate activities, or clear directions.
	


Total ________ / 110 pts. possible

Comments:  

	Developed by 
	Ruth Oswald

	Date
	January, 2012
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