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The University of Akron          

College of Education

5100: 705:  Social/Philosophical Foundations of Education
Spring 2012
I.  Course Description:
This course involves an inquiry into selected ideological, social, economic, and philosophical factors affecting educational development in the United States and other countries.

II. Rationale:

The Faculty of the University of Akron has established this course as an integral part of the formal education of professional educators pursuing advanced degrees in education.  To facilitate teachers’ lifelong learning, this course invites professional educators to explore the social and philosophical foundations of contemporary multicultural education movements in the age of globalization.  Specially, this course examines influential liberal, post-modern/post-structuralist, and post-colonial perspectives on the aims and methods of multicultural education. 
Multicultural education is essential to the preparation of citizens who can govern and be governed in accordance with the principles of human equality and social justice within and beyond national boundaries.  Based on an interdisciplinary inquiry, this course aims at helping students develop an in-depth and systematic understanding of why and how professional educators ought to be committed to incorporating multicultural perspectives into their pedagogy and educational research projects. 

III. Required Readings

3. A required packet of articles is available on Springboard.  

IV. Course Goals/Objectives:

Knowledge
The student will be able to:

-- identify and interpret the ideological, social, cultural, economic, and philosophical factors which have influenced historical and current multicultural education policies and practices.

-- articulate, define, and defend her/his own perspectives concerning the aims of public school education, counseling, administrative devices, pedagogical practices, and research methodology.

-- engage in a critical appraisal of the underlying arguments of major theories and practices of multicultural education.

Skill
The student will be able to:

-- analyze and clarify divergent perspectives regarding human growth, social equality, and social justice.

-- undertake a systematic analysis of the educational implications of globalization, nationalism, democracy, race/ethnicity, gender, abilities/disabilities, and socioeconomic class.  

Value
The student will be able to

-- develop a moral vision with respect to the role of professional educators in facilitating students’ growth and in pursuing human equality and social justice in the age of globalization. 

V.  Course Requirements:

1.  You are required to attend and participate in all seminars.  Attendance is necessary for you to contribute your insights to our in-class discussion.  The evaluation of your participation will be based on the instructor’s observation and your written article reviews.  Also, you are welcome to submit your journal writing that reflectively examines the objectives, attainments, and problems of the in-class learning activities.   

2.  You are required to complete weekly article reviews.  Each article review should include a clear and concise summary of the main argument(s) presented in the article, a critique of the argument(s), and an original question that you propose for discussion.  Or, you are welcome to submit your written responses to the study questions formulated by the instructor and classmates.

3.  You are required to complete one of the following two requirements:
(1)  A Term paper (20+ pages, typed, and double-spaced).  The paper should focus on clarifying, explicating, and evaluating multicultural perspectives concerning one of your research projects, preferably your dissertation or thesis project.  (Due: April 29, 2012)
(2) A Research Literature Review (20+ pages, typed, and double-spaced).  This review should focus on identifying and evaluating significant research projects pertaining to your research interests and/or projects. (Due: April 29, 2012)

Listed below are suggestions for completing your literature review:
· Select a topic pertaining to you research interests.

· Write a topic statement that explains the broad research problem area and the purpose for your review.

· Select and search one or two appropriate and relevant databases.

· Select the most current research literature and work backwards.

· Identify and select the landmark or classic studies, the influential studies, and the studies most relevant to your research interests/projects.  Evaluate your reference lists for currency, inclusiveness, and significance.

· Critically review the selected research literature:

*How do the researchers define the key terms/concepts in the literature?  How do the definitions reflect the researchers’ multicultural awareness?

*What are the conceptual frameworks of the research projects?  What are the underlying cultural beliefs or values of the conceptual frameworks?  How do the researchers justify their conceptual frameworks?

*What are the methodological strengths and/or methodological weakness of the research projects?  What are the underlying cultural beliefs or values of the researchers’ methodological approaches?

*What are the major trends or patterns of the findings of these research projects? What are the relationships among these studies?  How do these trends or patterns shed light on the development of multicultural perspectives for your own research interests/projects?

*What are the gaps in the research literature?  How might your research project address these gaps?  Or, what are your suggestions for future studies at the end of your review?

*What are the conclusions you draw from your research literature review?  What are the underlying cultural beliefs or values of your own evaluation of the research literature?  How might you evaluate your own evaluation of the research projects?  

*The above guidelines are adapted from J. L. Galvan, Writing Literature Review: A Guide for Students of Social and Behavioral Sciences (Los Angeles: Pyrczak Publishing, 1999).

Tentative Course Outlines and Corresponding Reading Requirements:

1/10
Introduction: Social/Philosophical Foundations of Education
1/17
Educational Research


Required Reading:
Luke. A. (2011). Generalizing across borders: Policy and the limits of educational science.  

Educational Researcher, 40(8), 367-377.
Artiles, A. J. (2011). Toward an interdisciplinary understanding of educational equity and 

difference: The case of the racialization of ability. Educational Researcher, 40(9), 431 – 
445.
1/24
Research in Multicultural Education 

Required Reading:

Bennett, C. (2001). Genres of research in multicultural education. Review of Education Research, 


71(2), 171-271.
1/31
Globalization and Education


Required Reading:


Popkewitz, T. S. & Rizvi, F. (2009).  Globalization and the study of education. Yearbook the 

National Society for the Study of Education, 108(2), 7-28.
2/7
Neo-liberalism and Contemporary Educational Reform

Required Reading:

Hilgers, M. (2010). The three anthropological approaches to neo-liberalism. International Social 


Science Journal, 61(202), 351-364.
2/14
Post-colonialism and Multicultural Education


Required Reading:

Alridge, D. (2007). Of Victorianism, civilization, and progressivism: The educational ideals of 

Anna Julia Cooper and W. E. B. Du Bois, 1892-1940. History of Education Quarterly, 
47(4), 416-446.
2/21
Post-colonialism and Multicultural Education


Required Reading:

Lee, C. (2009).  From Du Bois to Obama: The education of people of African descent in the 


United States in the 21st century. Journal of Negro Education, 78(4), 367-384. 


Black, J. E. (2009). Native resistive rhetoric and decolonization of American Indian removal 


discourse. Quarterly Journal of Speech, 95(1), 66-88. 

2/28
Neo-Liberalism, Post-modernism and Multicultural Education 

Required Reading:


Peters, M. (2007). Foucault, biopolitics, and the birth of neoliberalims. Critical Studies in 


Education, 48(2), 165-178.

Sidler, M. (2009). Bio-pedagogy: Genetic literacy and feminist learning.  Feminist Teacher, 
19(3), 216-226.
3/6
Social Class and Multicultural Education


Required Reading


Gillborn, D. (2010). The white working class, racism and respectability: Victims, degenerates and 



interest-convergence. British Journal of Educational Studies, 58(1), 3-25.
Heller, J. (2010). Emerging themes on aspects of social class and the discourse of white privilege. 

Journal of Intercultural Studies, 31(1), 111-120.
Gutiérrez, K. D., Izquierdo, C., & Kremer-Sadlik, T. (2010). Middle class working families’  
beliefs and engagement in children’s extra-curricular activities: The social organization
 of children’s future. International Journal of Learning, 17(3), 633-656.

3/13
Spring Recess

3/20
Disabilities Studies and Multicultural Education


Required Reading


Simmons, B., Blackmore, T., & Bayliss, P. (2008). Postmodern synergistic knowledge creation: 
Extending the boundaries of disability studies. Disability & Society, 23(7), 733-745.
Peters, S. J. (2010). The heterodoxy of student voice: Challenges to identity in the sociology of 

disability and education. British Journal of Sociology of Education, 31(5), 591-602. 
3/27
Queer theory and Multicultural Education


Required Reading


Meyer, E. J. (2007). “But, I’m not gay.”: What straight teachers need to know about queer theory. 


In Rodriquez, N. M. & Pinar, W. (Eds.). Queering straight teachers: Discourse & 
identity in Education (pp. 15-32). New York: Peter Lang. 
4/3 
Topics and required reading to be determined by seminar participants

4/10
Topics and required reading to be determined by seminar participants

4/17
Presentation: Term Papers

4/24
Presentation: Term Papers

5/1
Final Review 
VI. Instructional Strategies/Activities/Technology:  

In response to students’ diverse learning styles, gender/sexuality/socioeconomic/religious/geographic differences, and exceptionalities/disabilities, this course will be taught through varied methods and activities (i.e., lecture, discussion, web-based learning projects, videotapes, and small group work).  
In order to participate in web-based learning activities, students are required to apply for an active UA Net ID and password.  Also, students are expected to acquire skills and knowledge that enable them to communicate with the instructor and fellow students via e-mail and conduct web-based research.  Students who have not acquired the aforementioned skills should contact the instructor in order to obtain assistance with instructional technology-related-problems.
VII. Evaluation

Listed below is the break down of you final grade:

Weekly Seminars








60%

Term Paper








40%

Based on total points earned, final grades will be assigned as follows:
	A
	93 - 100 %
	
	C
	73 - 76 %

	A-
	90 - 92 %
	
	C-
	70 - 72 %

	B+
	87 - 89 %
	
	D+
	67 - 69 %

	B
	83 - 86 %
	
	D
	63 - 66 %

	B-
	80 - 82 %
	
	D-
	60 - 62 %

	C+
	77 - 79 %
	
	F
	Below 60 %


VIII.   Conceptual Framework Proficiencies

The University of Akron, College of Education has identified Educator as Decision Maker as the theme of our conceptual framework, which has been developed around the core components of professional practice and scholarship identified in the mission statement of the college: Knowledge, Technology, Diversity, and Ethics. The theme and components provide direction for programs, courses, teaching, candidate performance, scholarship, service, and unit accountability. It is our goal to provide opportunities to candidates to develop a solid foundation in the identified proficiencies for each of the core components through well-planned coursework.  This foundation then transfers into knowledge-based decision making as it applies to Standards Setting Programs, Research and Inquiry, and Outreach. 
As you progress through your program, you will find the conceptual framework aligned with course objectives. You will also find the conceptual framework theme and core components reflected throughout the College of Education. This reflects our commitment to these central tenets and our vision that all of our graduates will be effective decision makers throughout their professional careers.
IX.  Student Ethics and other Policy Information

For further information about The University of Akron's policies regarding student ethics and conduct, please consult the following sources: http://www3.uakron.edu/gradsch/gradbull.html, then select "General Information" (academic honesty); or  www.uakron.edu/studdev/conduct.html (Student Code of Conduct).  Any student who feels she/he may need an accommodation based on the impact of a disability please consult www.uakron.edu/access and the Office of Accessibility at (330) 972-7928.
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