                  CHILD, FAMILY and COMMUNITY (TAG COURSE)
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Revised to meet the objectives of Global Learning
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I.
COURSE DESCRIPTION
To explore the strategies and rationale for developing creative, reflective, responsive and reciprocal relationships between children, their families, schools and the community. This course will focus on the educational, social, and cultural aspects of home, school, and community collaboration. The course focuses on the United States and also introduces topics on global perspectives that may serve to inform pre-service teachers on issues on a global context. (10 field and clinical hours) 
**You must have a current (within one year) BCI/webcheck before entering a school building! 
II.
RATIONALE and OUTCOMES
This course is designed to meet the National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC) Standards for teacher preparation and professional practice, meet outcomes established by the Ohio Department of Education (ODE) as well as outcomes addressing Global Education  
Knowing about and understanding family/community characteristics:

1. Demonstrate an understanding of ecology of the child (e.g. socioeconomic, home environment, etc) through an exploration of present practices of family/educational setting/community and the impact on child development

2. Understand the availability and accessibility of community services, supports, and agencies and their impact on the child, family, and community. 

3. Demonstrate sensitivity to the uniqueness of family structures and social and cultural backgrounds, identities, and customs to create foundations for learning. 

Supporting and nurturing families and communities through respectful, reciprocal relationships: 

4. Understand the importance of establishing and maintaining positive, productive and collaborative relationships with families and ways to create partnerships that respect family’s choices and goals for children. 

5. Understand the use of communication in the process of family/educational setting/community relations and involvement. 

6. Understand the role of advocacy within the community to support and strengthen children and families. 

Involving families and communities in their children’s development and learning: 

7. Understand the relationship between family involvement and student learning. 

8. Understand the importance of respectful dialogue with involving families in the assessment of their child’s development and learning. 

9. Demonstrate an ability to plan experiences that involve families and communities by providing opportunities and resources to promote child development and learning. 

Global Learning Outcomes:
Knowledge:
Understands his /she culture in global and comparative context (recognizes that his/her culture is one of many diverse cultures and that alternative perceptions and behaviors may be based on cultural differences

Resources
· Film: Everybody loves… BABIES

· Readings on Multicultural units on families around the world

Global Connections

· Association for Childhood Education International (ACEI)

· Akron International Institute

Demonstrates knowledge of other cultures (beliefs, values, perspectives, practices and products). SPECIFIC TO GROUP PROJECT ASSIGNMENTS
GLOBAL CONNECTION Project

Watch the 1 hour 15 minute film titled “BABIES.”  Before watching the film, each student writes three assumptions about child rearing practices in different cultures. While watching the film, have students individually take notes on child rearing practices in each of the countries represented (Namibia, Mongolia, Japan and the USA). As a final part of this project, students will be assigned to small teams to discuss their thoughts and present their findings. The topics for discussion may include, but not limited to the following:

· Family/Cultural Practices

· Child Rearing Practices
· Socio-Economic Factors and its Implications on Children and Families

· Play

· Care

· Interaction
Given the critical link between child, family and community, this course will also thoughtfully attend to the K-12 Service-Learning Standards for Quality Practice (SLQP) in teaching, learning and assessment:

· Duration and Intensity

· Link to Curriculum

· Partnerships

· Meaningful Service

· Youth [Family] Voice

· Diversity

· Reflection

· Progress Monitoring

More information on the K-12 SLQP’s can be found at http://www.servicelearning.org. 

III.
REQUIRED TEXTS

Grant, K.B. & Ray, J.A. (2010). Home, school, and community collaboration: Culturally responsive family involvement. Los Angeles: Sage. (ISBN: 978-1-4129-5474-7)

Polakow, V. (1993). Lives on the edge: Single mothers and their children in the other America. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. (ISBN: 0-226-67184-4)
SUGGESTED/RECOMMENDED READING: 
Gonzales-Mena, J. (2010, 2nd Ed.). 50 Strategies for communicating and working with diverse families. New Jersey: Pearson. (ISBN: 0-13-700231-9)

Congress, E. & Gonzalez, M. (Editors) (2005). Multicultural Perspectives in Working with Families, 2nd Edition
Amatea, E.S. (2009). Building culturally responsive family-school relationships. New Jersey: Pearson. (ISBN: 0-205-52364-1)

IV.
COURSE GOALS/OBJECTIVES
NAEYC Standard 2 is the primary foundation of this course. 
NAEYC Standard 2: Building Family and Community Relationships - Students prepared in early childhood degree pro​grams understand that successful early childhood education depends upon partnerships with chil​dren’s families and communities. They know about, understand, and value the importance and com​plex characteristics of children’s families and com​munities. They use this understanding to create respectful, reciprocal relationships that support and empower families and to involve all families in their children’s development and learning.
	Objectives and Outcomes
(Ohio Department of Education and TAG)
	UA Conceptual Framework Proficiencies
	NAEYC
	UAkron

Course Assignments +

Experiences

	Demonstrate and understanding of ecology of the child through an exploration of present practices of family/educational setting/community and the impact on child development.

	K2
D1
	STANDARD 2: Building Family and Community Relationships

Key elements of Standard 2

2a: Knowing about and understanding diverse fam​ily and community characteristics
2b: Supporting and engaging families and commu​nities through respectful, reciprocal relationships

2c: Involving families and communities in their children’s development and learning
	Reading 

HSCC: Chapter 1-2

	Understand the availability and accessibility of community services, supports, and agencies and their impact on the child, family and community. 

	E1
	
	Community Resources and Family Services Project/Presentation


	Demonstrate sensitivity to the uniqueness of family structures and social and cultural backgrounds, identities, and customs to create foundations for learning. 

	D1
D2
	
	Reading
HSCC: Chapters 5-9

Polakow – Lives…

	Understand the importance of establishing and maintaining positive, productive and collaborative relationships with families and ways to create partnerships that respect family’s choices and goals for children.

	E1
E2

D1

D2
	
	Reading
HSCC: Chapters 4, 10-13
Family Engagement and Advocacy Experience

	Understand the use of communication in the process of family/educational setting/community relations and involvement.

	E1
	
	Reading
HSCC: Chapter 3, 11

	Understand the role of advocacy within the community to support and strengthen children and families.

	E1
E3
	
	Reading
HSCC: Chapter 13

	Understand the relationship between family involvement and student learning.

	K3
	
	Reading
HSCC: Chapter 10-11

	Understand the importance of respectful dialogue when involving families in the assessment of their child’s development and learning. 
	D1
D2

E2

E3

	
	Reading
HSCC: Chapter 1, 11, and 13

	Demonstrate an ability to plan experiences that involved families and communities by providing opportunities and resources to promote child development and learning. 

	K1
K2

K3

E1
	
	Reading
HSCC: Chapter 14-15

Family and Community Engagement Night




V.
INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES/ACTIVITIES/TECHNOLOGY
Students will be engaged in planned learning opportunities that may involve diagnosis, analysis, application, and synthesis of knowledge, principles, models, theories, and dispositions useful when creating partnerships with families.  These experiences may be individual or a cooperative learning experience. 

In order to model wise and effective practice, this course aims to:
· Use a variety of activities over time that address different learning styles;

· Construct learning activities to proceed from concrete to semi-concrete to abstract;

· Use current technologies (UA Conceptual Framework proficiencies T1 and T2);

· Teach for understanding and mastery;

· Develop concepts in context;

· Make connections between and among disciplines;

· Develop communication skills both oral and written;

· Use collaborative learning of various iterations/conventions; and

· Integrate research, teaching, learning and assessment.
VI.
EVALUATION/STUDENT ASSESSMENT
This course will integrate teaching, learning and assessment. All reading assignments, field experiences, and assessments are coordinated and thoughtfully aligned to ODE and NAEYC Standards and UA Conceptual Framework Proficiencies. 
ATTENDANCE and PARTICIPATION: 



You are expected to be present, prepared, and on time for all class meetings and field experiences.
All participants in class have something of value to contribute to the education of others. Our wisdom is enhanced by the presence and voice of each and every member of the community. Therefore, attendance is important and required. Participation requires you to not only attend class, but participate in activities, and contribute to discussions. Points will be awarded for in-class assignments (field experiences and personal reflections) and participation in discussions. There will be NO opportunity to make-up missed in-class or participation points, as these will often represent the thinking of groups of students as well as the on-going life of the entire group. The success of this class and of your preparation for teaching relies on your active participation in individual, small and whole group experiences that will take place during class meetings. 
READING RESPONSE (RR) (3-2-1): For each class where there is a reading assignment, you are to bring a READING RESPONSE from each chapter reading (Grant & Ray text). RR cards will be collected each day. On the index card, you should list: 

· THREE (3) most important ideas in the article;

· TWO (2) important direct quotations/phrases; and 

· ONE (1) question (or critique) that you have after your reading and interaction with the text. 
You will be required to respond to these thoughts and questions in class, with partners, small groups, and the entire class. These may be alternated with class and group activities that relate to the assigned readings. 
For “Lives on the Edge” book, you will be required to respond to the readings by writing 1 page summaries

Please come to class with all readings and response cards completed. 

Cards completed during class will not be accepted.

COMMUNITY RESOURCES and FAMILY SUPPORT (CRFS) Project
Students will be assigned to small teams to research, review, observe, visit, and develop a multimedia presentation on a community resource available to help support and nurture families and children in the Summit or Stark County areas. Each team will be responsible for visiting the agency, gathering materials, speaking with a representative about their services for families and children, and developing and delivering a multimedia presentation detailing all of the above. 
Each group will be responsible for the following:

· An interactive, thoughtful presentation

· Handout(s) and relevant materials (a prepared packet for each student in the class) should be prepared, copied and distributed to all students in the class
· Invite Guest Speaker (from community agency or related) to offer comments during the presentation (IF POSSIBLE)
Each student in the course will develop a “Community Resource Manual” in which all handouts, brochures, information, etc can be kept for use in future classroom and/or education experiences. 

Community Groups/Agencies may include, but are not limited to:

· Summit county Children Services

· CASA/GAL Program of Summit County

· Akron-Summit County Public Library

· Summit County Help Me Grow

· ASCA Head Start/Early Head Start

· Child Guidance & Family Solutions

· Akron Summit Community Action – Child Assault Prevention

· Akron Area YMCA

· Akron Child and Family Services
FAMILY ENGAGEMENT and ADVOCACY (FEA) Experience:

Students will be partnered with an identified family of an Elementary school student with whom they will meet two (2) times during the semester. The goal of this activity is to engage with families of young children, understand their goals for their children, and help to support and enhance their relationship with the school. 

· PART I: Teacher Interview (1 hour completed in pairs)
Students will conduct a short interview with the child’s teacher to gain a greater perspective of the student’s performance, interaction, and strengths in the classroom. 

Teacher Interview questions will be developed as a class by the teacher candidates.

· PART 11: In-School Observation (8 hours completed individual)
Teacher candidates will conduct an In-School Observation of student. Paying particular attention to the child’s learning style, interaction with peers, potential challenges, and overall success in the classroom setting. Observation protocols will be developed in class by the teacher candidates.

***For each of the 8 hours, teacher candidates are given 15 minutes for travel and 45 minutes for child observations in the classrooms. A child may NOT be observed for more than the allowed 45 minutes per visit.
· PART III: Family Interview (1 hour completed in pairs)
With the assistance of the School-Community Liaison and the Principal, families will be selected and partnered with UAkron teacher candidates. Contact information will be given to teacher candidates and students will conduct a face-to-face interview with the adult care-giver(s) of a student at a partnering elementary school. 
Interview questions will be developed as a class with teacher candidates selecting specific or unique questions for their family depending upon needs identified by school personnel. Questions may target specific issues or ideas expressed by the teacher(s) of the particular student.

**Teacher candidates will invite the family to the Family Night event, share their experiences over the course of the semester, and offer positive and nurturing comments/reflections about the child. 
Teacher candidates will be responsible for composing a formal ‘report’ after each phase of this experience detailing both interviews, observations, and interactions with the family, child and teacher. A summative paper (inclusive of ALL phases) will be submitted as the FINAL EXAM for this course. This final “report” should be professionally written, demonstrate a thorough understanding of child development, supportive family-school relationships, and the role of the teacher in promoting excellence in both. 

NOTE: Initial drafts will be submitted for feedback following each PART of the experience. 
“The child pulls parents and teachers together, but without the help of one another, parents and teachers pull the child apart.”

 ~ Debora Tinnin
FAMILY and COMMUNITY ENRICHMENT (FCE) Event:
As a class, students will develop a plan to host a FAMILY and COMMUNITY ENRICHMENT EVENT at an identified partnering elementary school. This FAMILY NIGHT event will bring together community partners, school faculty and staff, and children and their families. Following their initial meetings with families (FEA Experience), teacher candidates will assess family needs/interest and will design, plan, organize and host a FAMILY NIGHT at the school in collaboration with the School Community Liaison and the Principal. 
NOTE: A SERVICE LEARNING grant (from the Institute for Teaching and Learning at the University of Akron) will support the planning, coordination, and implementation of this activity!
· PHASE I: Planning
Students will be paired/grouped to begin exploring ideas for family night. These may include, but are not limited to: literacy activities, hands-on science/math learning stations, face-painting, community services/resources stations, creative/sensory/dramatic play, etc. Selection of activities will be based, in part, on initial meetings with families and will engage students and families in interactive, nurturing and fun experiences, together.
· PHASE II: Develop Activity Stations, Secure Resources and Materials, Coordinate/Confirm with Community Resource Persons, Develop Plan (select date, compose invitation, etc.)
In partnership with the School Community Liaison, Principal, teachers and community, students will begin to develop plans and activities for FAMILY NIGHT. Students will write mini-proposals to outline their plan, materials required, estimated cost as well as to identify family learning goals. A date will be selected for the event and an invitation (and plan for inviting) will be designed and distributed. 

ALL planning must be completed TEN (10) days prior to FAMILY NIGHT!
· PHASE III: Finish planning and preparation for activity, Coordinate with partner family to support attendance, finalize all details, materials, etc. 
Students will make last minute arrangements, confirm space, guests, representatives from various community agencies/networks, and make every effort to ensure attendance from students and families. 
Host and enjoy FAMILY NIGHT!
“Successful family involvement is not a sporadic activity.  It is a sustained commitment to instill the habits of learning and to set high expectations.  It is making connections to teachers and schools not only when trouble arises, but as a part of the everyday
process of children’s schooling.”
Margaret Spelling, U.S. Secretary of Education
VII.   CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK PROFICIENCIES

The University of Akron, College of Education has identified Educator as Decision Maker as the theme of our conceptual framework, which has been developed around the core components of professional practice and scholarship identified in the mission statement of the college: Knowledge, Technology, Diversity, and Ethics. The theme and components provide direction for programs, courses, teaching, candidate performance, scholarship, service, and unit accountability. It is our goal to provide opportunities to candidates to develop a solid foundation in the identified proficiencies for each of the core components through well-planned coursework.  This foundation then transfers into knowledge-based decision making as it applies to Standards Setting Programs, Research and Inquiry, and Outreach.  Descriptions of the proficiencies are provided at http://www.uakron.edu/colleges/educ/COE/cf-proficiencies.php
As you progress through your program, you will find the conceptual framework aligned with course objectives. You will also find the conceptual framework theme and core components reflected throughout the College of Education. This reflects our commitment to these central tenets and our vision that all of our graduates will be effective decision makers throughout their professional careers.
VIII.
STUDENT ETHICS AND OTHER POLICY INFORMATION
Professional quality of all written work is expected.  This includes spelling, grammar, usage and all the mechanics of good writing, as well as meaningful content and an articulate command of the language.  All assignments must be typed.  All written work should conform to APA format (see American Psychological Association Publication Manual (6th ed.).(2010). Washington, DC: American Psychological Association.) Or http://www.apastyle.org/elecref.htm
Students whose names do not appear on the university’s official class list by the third day of class will not be permitted to participate (attend class, take exams, or receive credit).

The University of Akron recognizes its responsibility to create an environment conducive to learning for every student.  Therefore, the instructor of this course will not discriminate against any student in terms of race, ethnicity, gender, (dis)ability, or sexual orientation.  Support services for students with disabilities are located in the Office of Accessibility, Spicer Hall 124 (330) 972-7928.  If you require reasonable accommodations, you must provide me with a copy of a letter from this office by the second week of class.  

All students are expected to follow the University’s Student Code of Conduct and “are advised to become aware of the disciplinary procedures published in the University Rules and Regulations Concerning Campus Conduct and Student Discipline Procedures (Student Code of Conduct). The Student Code of Conduct can also be accessed by visiting http://www.uakron.edu/studentlife/sja/codecon.php or visiting the Office of Student Conduct, Gardner Student Center 104 for your free copy of The University of Akron, Undergraduate Bulletin.  Failing to make yourself familiar with these stated regulations does not exempt you from being responsible for following them.

For further information about The University of Akron's policies regarding student ethics and conduct, please consult the following sources: http://www.uakron.edu/gradsch/docs/Gradbulletin.pdf, then select "General Information" (academic honesty); or  http://www.uakron.edu/studentlife/sja/codecon.php (Student Code of Conduct).  Any student who feels she/he may need an accommodation based on the impact of a disability please consult http://www.uakron.edu/access and the Office of Accessibility at (330) 972-7928.

Academic honesty is fundamental to the activities and principles of any university. All members of an academic community must be confident that each person's work has been responsible and honorably acquired, developed and presented. The assumption that your work is a fair representation of your actual ability, knowledge and skills form the basis of institutional quality and the quality of its graduates. For more information on Plagiarism and Academic Integrity, please visit: http://www.uakron.edu/libraries/bierce_scitech/help/help_detail.dot?id=654079.

CHILD, FAMILY & COMMUNITY (5200: 215) Scope and Sequence
	Wk
	Day/Date
	TOPIC
	Assigned Reading
	Course Assignment and Class Activities
	COMMENTS and CHECKLIST

	1
	 
	Course Introduction
Expectations

Group Assignments


	HSCC – Grant & Ray
Chapter 1: Family Involvement and the Beginning Educator 

	
	

	2
	
	Family Involvement: From Theory to Practice
(and back again)

Strategies and Standards
	HSCC – Grant & Ray
Chapter 2: Theories and Models for Family Involvement in Schools
HSCC – Grant & Ray
Chapter 3: Family Support Strategies and Standards Promoting Collaborative Practices

	
	

	3
	 
	Planning and Organizing a Family Event
	Chapter 14: Preparing for Family Events

   and
Chapter 15: School-wide Family Involvement Activities

HSCC – Grant & Ray
Chapter 4: Parenting Today’s Children

	Brainstorm on interview questions

	

	4
	 
	Parenting: 

It Takes a Village
	1st  Feb.  School Tour (tentative)

Polakow

PART ONE: Prologue, Chapters 1-2 

	School Tour
Brainstorm on observation tools
	

	5
	
	Appreciating and Nurturing All Families
	HSCC - Grant & Ray
Chapter 5: Structurally Diverse Families

Polakow

PART II: Prologue, Chapter3 
	
	

	6
	 
	Appreciating and Nurturing All Families
	HSCC - Grant & Ray
Chapter 6: Culturally Diverse Families

Polakow

PART II: Chapters 4-5 
	Begin classroom  visits /observations 
	

	7
	 
	Appreciating and Nurturing All Families
	HSCC - Grant & Ray
Chapter 7: Students of Families in Transition

Polakow

PART III: Prologue, Chapter 6-7 
	Agency Representative
	

	8
	 
	Appreciating and Nurturing All Families
	HSCC - Grant & Ray
Chapter 8: Families Overcoming Obstacles

Polakow

PART III: Chapter 8 
	
	

	9
	 
	Appreciating and Nurturing All Families
	HSCC - Grant & Ray
Chapter 9: Families in Abusive Situations
APPENDIX A and APPENDIX B
Polakow

PART III: Chapter 9 and Afterword 
	
	

	10
	 
	Understanding Families: A Global Perspective


	       Articles:

· Conversations at the kitchen table

· Multicultural units on families around the world
· Multicultural perspectives in working with families

	Group projects on global perspectives
	 

	11
	 
	
	March 21st  (5 groups)
March  23rd (5 groups)
	Presentations on comm. agencies
	

	12
	
	Teacher as Family Partner

Teacher as Effective Communicator

	HSCC - Grant & Ray

Chapter 10: Teacher as Classroom Family Involvement Practitioner

HSCC - Grant & Ray
Chapter 11: Teacher as Family Communication Facilitator
	
	

	13
	 
	All Children can Learn and All Families Need Supportive Teachers
	HSCC - Grant & Ray
Chapter 12: Working with Families of Children with  Special Needs


	
	

	14
	 
	                   FEA Night (tentative)    

	15
	 
	Teacher as Community Worker


	Reflection of the Family Enrichment Night

HSCC - Grant & Ray
Chapter 13: Teacher as a Family Resource and Advocate
	
	

	16
	 
	
	
	
	

	17
	 
	UNIVERSITY of AKRON

FINAL EXAMS
	
	FEA Report DUE @ FINAL EXAM


3

